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KNOXVILLE JOURNAL
5/9/90 P. 8A

DOE sa};s more study needed before

plutonium cleanup

The Associated Press

OAK RIDGE — A spokesman for the Department
of Energy at Oak Ridge says the extent of plutonium
contamination in Watts Bar Lake has to be established
before it can be cleaned up.

The presence of plutonium has been known for

years, and the amounts in Watts Bar are described in
recent environmental asgessment reports as “very
small”

Nevertheless, the mere presencs of the highly poi-
sonous radioactive material is reason for concern, one
snvironmentalist said.

DOE spokesman Steve Wyatt said Tuesday the plu-
tonium is being studied carefully so that a plan to clean
it up can established.

“The bottom line on these reports is that this pre-
liminary analysis indicates no imminent danger to the
population,” Wyatt said. “It does indicate that most of
the contamination should be further evajuated. A site
has to be fully characterized before you can do any
cleanup.” -

Watts Bar Lake is downstream of the DOE’s nuclear
weapons production plants in Oak Ridge. Plutonium is
a heavy element used in nuciear weapons.

Clayton Gist of the DOE's environmental protection
division in Oak Ridge said Tuesday that plutonium can
be found in sediment under the lake and in some in-
stances is suspended in the water.

He said the level of plutonium is one ten-thousandth
of the amount that DOE considers a heaith risk.

But Raiph Hutchinson of the Center for Global Sus-
tainability said any level of plutonium is cause for con-
cern.

Wyatt said he would not argue that there aren't en-
vironmental problems because of the weapons com-

lex.
P “There are discharges of radioactive material from
the site, there's no question about that,” Wyatt said,
“These discharges primarily took pisce in the earty
days, in the late 1940s, '508 and eariy '60s. Somne of the
things I've seen make it sound like there was a leak last
Friday. That's not true. These are things that occurred
many years ago. We aren’t talking about a current

oy e,

in Watts Bar Lake

practice.”

Gist said some of the plutonium may be circulating
from the bottom sediments because of river currents or
other natural causes, and in some cases may been
leaching out of old landfills on the DOE reservation.

The DOE has been cleaning up those oid landfills for
several years, he said.

Ralph Brooks, manager of the Tennessee Valley
Authority’s water resources division, said water sup-
plies shouid not be affected by the plutonium,




OAK RIDGER
5/9/90 p. 1

Plutonium problem not new, says DOE

by John Avery Emison
Qak Ridger staff

Officials at the Department of
Energy’'s Oak Ridge plants are
expressing surprise at recent
news stories about radioactive
and heavy-metal contamination
in sediments in Clinch River
and Watts Bar Lake.

“Y-12 has to take the blame
for the mercury (contamina-
tion),”” said Robert L. Wesley,
spokesman for the DOE nuclear
weapons plant.

‘“But this was acknowledged
in publicly available reports on

the Clinch River that date back
into the early ‘60s and probably
before then,” Wesley said.

The presence of plutonium in
lake sediments has been
publicized for at least 10 years,
according Martin  Marietta
Energy Systems spokesperson
Gail Ward.

“We've know about the piu-
tonium in Watts Bar since the
‘70s,”’ Ward said.

News interest in the well-
documented problems seems to
have been piqued by three
health-risk reports issued by
the Oak Ridge National Labo-

|

ratory in March. 4

The reports were developed
as part of ORNL’'s mandated
environmental restoration pro-
gram, according to program
director Dr. Bruce L. Kimmel.

Kimmel also expressed sur-
prise in the flurry of news
stories and television segments
on piutonium.

‘““The reference to plutonium
was maybe one sentence in the
whole report,’’ Kimmel said.

He said the information on
the release of plutonium was
developed around 1980 as part of
the site characterization for the
Clinch River Breeder Reactor.
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PAGE 2-A

from page1

Risk
to participate in the lawsuit being fil-
ed locally, either in the entity of the
group or as individuals, along with
other individuals who are par-
ticipating.

The McDonald and Hall firm has
communicated with attorneys
representing plaintiffs in similar
cases at Rocky Flats in Denver,
Colo., and in Cincinnati, Ohio at Fer-
naid. Residents near Fernald won a
settlement of $78 million from DOE.

The lawsuit at Rocky Flats has
been going on for about a year, and
parties are still joining the suit, a
process called ‘posturing.”’ Two

new piaintiffs — two banks — have
joined that suit. They claim their
element of damage comes as a
resuit of loaning money to build
houses and businesses to be located

. where property is being con-

taminated by Rocky Flats, thus
diminishing the value of their col-
lateral.

Regarding the lawsuit being filed
locally, McDonaid said “‘anyone that
appreciates clean air, clean soil and
clean water’’ would have an interest
in the suit. *'I have clients that have
contaminated weils and soil, and, by
DOE's own admission, they're con-

taminating the air.”

McDonald says the new report is
“a further verification that we have
real problems that have to be ad-
dressed. The assurances that DOE,
Martin Marietta and Union Carbide
have given us need to be severely
questioned.”

Once the suit is filed, when will it
ever end? ‘It may never be finaliz-
ed.”” McDonald said. ‘*The litigation
may be completed, but what if the
contamination continues? This is a
problem that has been a long time
coming and it will be a long time be-
ing rgsolved."
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JITOMIC-UNIT LEAKS
- CITED IN TENNESSEE

[Kfect on Water Is Disputed
@ - Report Traces Seepage,
Much From Years Ago

By MATTHEW L. WALD

Tons of toxic mercury and substand

1o} amounts of the radicactive element

®5wm have spread from a Governd

Mént nuclear installation in Oak Ridge, .

4¢qn., and contaminated the sediment]

Q% a 39,000-acre reservoir system, :l
&

v Government report says.

“he report, dated March 1990, w.
ained by a monitoring group calied

: Oak Ridge Environmental Peace
ance, which made it public tht
ek. The study, done for the Depart
:nt of Energy by a contractor, say

1t most of the material entered th
vironment in the 1850's and eari
30's, but that plutonium, a man-made
dioactive material that is believed t
Jse cancer, may still be leaking int

: Clinch River and Watts Bar Reser

1T system, a popular area for fishing| -
ating and swimming. Experts sa

» plutonium, buried in shallow pits,
1y be migrating with water through|

> soil.

“he Department of Energy and th

1ith. But according to the T:
lley Authority, which built the reser
T, the finding will mean either a vas
anup or restrictions on activities
= dredging the shipping channei an
struction to enlarge jocks on the
.e formed by the reservoir.
ialph H. Brooks, manager of
.’W.A.'s water resources division, &l
/d that the dam that forms the reser
\jbir had been built in part because
Y2a is prone to flooding. **‘Those
cg\g, ¥s move a lot of sediment around,”
said. “*What happens then?"’

Fishing Not Banned

* dam. Fishing has not been

the area because of radiation o
srcury, but in some areas signs warn
:ainst consuming the fish becuase o
: unrelated problem, contaminal
th PCB's. an industrial chemical.

Wyl

Oak Ridge was established in 1942 2
Vn of the Manhattan Project,

orid War 1] effort 10 build the first

atomic bomb. In the 1950°s, it used vast
amounts of mercury, a toxic metal, in aj
chemical process to purity a form of|
lithium useful in making fuel for hydro-
genbombs.
The-1,400-acre reservation aiso in
cludes & plant, shut in 1985, where ura-|
nium was processed o raise its concen-|
tration 10 enable it 10 sustain nuciear!
reaction. Also at the site is a reactor]
that makes radioactive isotopes for
medical and research use.

Previous reporis had documented
major rejeases of hazardous matenal;
much of the release occurred in 1956,
when the Atomic Energy Commission
emptied White Oak Lake, which it had
Eh as a settling pond, to repair the

m.

Some Experts Surprised

But some experts said that they were!
surprised by the amount of matenal
that had spread. The new report saysi«
that that more than 85 percent of the
cesium ‘‘released to the Clinch River
and Tennessee River system has been
retained by accumulation in Watts Bar
Reservoir sediments.” Extrapoiating
from that estimate on cesium, which 1s|
a waste produced from nuclear fission,
the report says that about 75 metric
tons of mercury has also accumulated
in the sediments.

The study focused on those two ma-|
terials, in part because they are easy 10|
detect. But it noted other contami-

In some spots, the level of contam

nants, inciuding uranium. P
id |
nation of the sediment is very high. Fora"

example, according to Arjun Makhija-
ni, an expert on the Department of!
Energy's troubied weapons production,
compiex, the uranium contamination
levels found in some locations exceeds
the worst rates at the Feed Matenal

Production Center in Fernald, Ohio.|

where the Government recently]
agreed 10 pay $78 million in damages o
neighbors. ot

But Clayton S. Gist, of the Environ-|
mental Protection Division of the De-|
partment ‘of Energy’'s Oak Ridge|
Operations Office, said the maximum
level of uranium contamination shown
in the study was at & ievel that **does|
not bar public access.”

‘Giam Hoiding Pond’

Stephen A. Smith, s co-founder of the|
Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Al-
liance, said: '“This report indicates|
that the Watts Bar Reservotr is serving
as & giant hoiding pond. It may have to
be declared some kind of national
dump.”’

Cleaning it up wouid be difficult, he
said, because dredging wouid disperse
the sediments.

HEEA
‘\J

But an official at the Tennessee De-
rtment of Health anc Environment

71 C. Leming saxd, “We don't see an
imminent threat to public health or the
environment.” He agreed about the
contamination in the sediments, how-
ever, that “what t0 do with it once
you've found it becomes a greatet con-
His depariment, he said, is negotiat-
ing with the riment of Enesrg)' to
study heaith ¢

and radiation among people in the
area.

At the Department of Energy, Mr.
Gist said that the new study was "';
very preliminary scoping study.” The
purpose,

he said, was 10 begin gauging!
meexemoleonummuonmst?deg-z

' vise strategies to clean up or stabshze’

the contaminants.

ects from chemicais.

iﬂ’}
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Watts Bar |
fight rages
over leaks

OAK RIDGE (AP) — An envir. n-
mentalist said yesterday the pre<ence
of plutonium downstream from s gov-
emment weapons facility proves the

Efm&an'_mms been lax 1n
runsung the piant.

DOE officials said the plutonium in
Warts Bar Lake perhaps came from
radioactive reieases decades ago and
1S not a heaith nsk.

Bul environmental monitors from
the state and TVA said the situation
deserves careful attenton.

DOE officials at Oak Ridge. where
parts for nuclear weapons are many-
factured at the Y-12 plant. described
the pivtonium pollution as “very
small.”

Plutonium 1s an element used in
nuclear weapons. and itisa danger-
ous potson. Watts Bar Lake is an m-
poundment of both the Tennessee
River and the Clinch River, which
drains the Oak Ridge site.

Clayton Gist of the DOE's environ-
mental protection division 1n Oak
Ridge said yesterday plutonium can
be found in sediment under the lake.
and In some Instances is suspended in
the water,

He said the level of plutonium is
one len-thousandths the amount DOE
considers a heaith risk.

But Ralph Hutctunson of the Center
for Global Sustainability said any
level of plutoruum 1s cause for con-
cem.

"] think there are reaj questions
about how well DOE has protected
the public.” Hutchinson said.

The DOE's findings of poilutants in
Watts Bar were issued eariier this
year as part of ao on-going survey of
the environrnental impect on and
around the Oak Ridge instailation,
said DOE spokesman Steve Wyart.

“The bottom line on these reports
is that this preliminary analysis indi-
cales no imminent danger to the pop-
ulation,” Wyatt said. He said detailed
analyses of the enviroament around
Oak Ridge are done continuaily.

“There are discharges of radicac-
tve maienal from the site. there’s no
question about that.” Wyan said.
“These discharges primarily took
placein the early days, in the late
1940s. '50s and early '60s. Some of the
things ['ve seen make it sound Iike
there was a leak last Friday. That's
not true. These are things that oc-
cwTed many years ago. We aren't
talking about a current practice.”

Gist said some of the plutoruum
may be circulating from the bottom
sediments. and in some cases may
been leaking out of old landfills on the
DOE reservation.

The DOE has been cleaning up
those oid landfills for several years,
he said.

Ralph Brooks. manager of the Ten-
hessee Valley Authority’s water re.
sources division. said ‘water supplies
should not be affected" by the piutoni-
um

He said piutonium has been identi-
fied 1n Warts Bar since at least 1683.
“We are even more concerned now to
find the plutoruum may be more
‘Widespread than we thought.” he said.

“But as you must realize, what to do
about such widespread contamination
is not an easy problem to solve,” said
Brooks.

A solution will come most likely
from studies being required of DOE
Since the Oak Ridge site was placed
on the naticnal Supertund list of con.
laminated sites needing Cleaning

Eari Lemung, DOE project coord;.
nator for the state Department of
Health and Environment, said the
Slate does not consider the plutonium
pollution “an imminent threat.”

"We've known that since the start
of the Manharian Project there have

. been significant rejeases of materi-

al,” he said.

The Manhanan Project produced
the first atomic bombs during Worid
War I1. The Oak Ridge facility was
Constructed as part of that project. 8
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(ROANE COUNTY NEWS 5/11/90 Page l-A)

CIELO MYCZACK rows out to the Clean Water. a sailboat she  taminants they believe DOE is dumping into the water. they
and husband Leaf buiit for traveling the Tennessee River in aisa expressed concerns for submerged warning signs that
promation of their Clean Water Project. Last Wednesday, the tell boaters about the radioactive area. (Staff photo by Bill
Myczacks and a group pf protesters met with reporters near Hall)

the Meiton Hill Dam to talk about their concerns for con-
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Water questions continue

Cities could become defendants

By PAT HOPE
Editor

ROANE COUNTY —~ Kingston and
Rockwood could both wind up on the
defending end of a lawsuit if they
choose to be passive or not join as
plantiffs in a suit against Martin
Marietta Energy Systems Inc. and
Union Carbide, who are the present
and former DOE contractors in Oak
Ridge. )

The Kingston law firm of
McDonald and Hail and attorney
Gerald Largen expect to file suit
within the next eight weeks because
of what they deem serious water-
quality problems.

The suit involves the release of
contaminating agents into the air.
soil and water supply along the
Clinch and Tennessee rivers.

According to L.argen, the News ar-

ticle carried April 27 saying the
lawsuit had been dropped was ap-
parently a misunderstanding
because in a letter he delivered to
Mayor Bob Humphreys, Largen sug-
gested that if the city chose to run
their own tests then the city would
not need to be a plantiff. However,
Largen says if the city does not *do
something,”’ then it would probabiy
become necessary to file litigation
against the city for not giving
citizens a safe water supply. The
same could apply to Rockwoed.

Recent reports in the Knoxville
News-Sentinel, which quoted
members of the Center for Global
Sustainability. sav thal newly
released reports raise questions
ahout the risks of nuclear materials
that were discharged by DOE's
plants and are now in lake

sediments.

To prove their paint, the group
met at Melton Hill Dam vesterday
and took reporters and cameramen
by boat to where signs have fallen

~ down into the water at White Oak

Dam. Leaf and Cielo Myczack. who
are traveling the river this vearina
homemade saiiboat to raise recogni-
tion about clean water, transported
reporters and cameramen (o the
site, despite a steady rain.

One member of the group said
they wanted DOE to take more
responsibility for letting the public
know about the contamination and (o
stop ail future discharges that would
contaminate the water more. The
group asked NDOE to fix the signs,
which read ‘Radiation Hazard.

Please see Water, Page 2-A

Keep Out,” so that boaters will be
more aware of the danger.

The Myczacks. who visited Roane
County last year, say the poilution is
“‘breaking down the Earth's im-
mune system.”” He says some
estimates only give us 1040 years to

correct what we’re doing, and after

- that, the damage will be irreversi-

ble.

DOE has said they will hold a
series of meetings, take more
sampies and try to draw '‘a com-
prehensive picture of the risks’ in-

volved. An article in Wednesday’s
News-Sentinel said those meetings
with Oak Ridge and Roane County
officials would be planned in the
next few days. At press time. no
notice of a meeting date had been
received. ;



Report says Watts Bar contamination
is a problem without a

=d'tor's rote: This story ran in the
8w York Times earilar thig montn

3y MATTHEW L. WALD
Y Times News Service

Tons of toxic mercury and
substantial amounts of the ra.
dloactive eloment cestum have
soread from a government ny.
ctear installation in Oak Ridge
ind contaminated the sediment
X & 39,000-acre reservoir
YStem. 3 new  government
2port says.

The report, dated March 1990,
« 23 obtained by the Oak Ridge
Znvironmental Pegce Alliance,

“nich inade it publie in early
“iay.
The study, done for the

~epartment of Energy by a
-entractor, says that most of
:he material entered the en-
vironment in the 18508 ang early
-%80s but that plutonium, a
man-made radioactive materiaj
selleved to cauge cancer, may

Continued from Page ¢ !*

.50 includes' & lant, shut |
i85, where uranfum was proc.
33ed to enable it tg sustain ny.
~-ear reaction. Also at the site
2 & reactor that makes radio.
Clve 15010088 tor medical and
“search use.

revious  reports  naq
Scumented major rejeages of
-azaraous material: muych of
28 releasa occurred in 1956,
-fen  ‘he  atomie Ener
-vmmission emptied White Qak
-3Ke. vaich t had bullt ag a
-etiing nona. to rapair the
am.

3ut some experts said that
“ey were surprised by the
meunt L material that had
:presa.

) ~AK RIDGER
SS23/30 2. L

stil be leaking into the Clinch
River and Watts Bar Reservolr
system, a popular area for figh-
ing, boating and swtmmlgg.
Experts say the plutoniun,
buried in shallow pits, may be
migrating with water through
the soll. !
The Department of Energy
and the state of Tennessee spy
the contamination poses no
imminent risk to human health.
But according to the Tennesase
Valley Authoruv. -vhich nuilt
the reservor, the finding will
mean either a vast cleanup or
restrictlons on activities like
dredging the shipping channel
and construction ‘o enlarge
iocks on the lake formed by the
reservotr, .
Ralph H. Brooks, manager of
the TVA's water resources
division, also satd that the dam
that forms the reservoir had
oeen built In part because the
area i3 prone to flooding.
“'Those flood flows move a lot of
sediment around.”” he saigl,

The new report savs that
T0re than 85 parcent of the
c88lum “'releaged to the Clinoh
River and Tennassee River

svétem has beep retained &
zctumulation i Watts Bap
Reservoir sediments.” Ek.

‘rapolating trom that éstimate
o0 cesium, which fg 4 waste
sroduced from nuciear f{ssiop,
the report 5ays that about 78
metric tons of mercury has alsp
¢CCumulated in the sedimentsg,
~ The study focused on thogp
-V0 materials, in part because
‘hey are eagy t5 detect But it
noted other contaminants, jns
:luding uranium, o

[n some spots, the level of
tontamination of the sediment

i§ very high, For sxample, ac«
<ording to Arjun Makhifani, an,
gxpert on the Department of,
~Nergy's troupled weapons:

production complex, the urani.

4m levels found ip some loca.

"'0ns exceeds the worst rates at ;

!
! =3

vooh N

nswers for now

“What happens then?”’

The lake supplies nking
watsr and is used for swimm.
ing. Governmenti officjals say

‘thoge uses are safd now.

If operations at the O Ridge

Reservation du aterial
that floats or dissdives 1 water,
the officials say,. it whuld by

now have [lowed dow
over the dam. 5

Fishing has not. beenjbanned
in the area. but in some areas
51gns warn againgt cofsuming
the (ish because .of ujrelated
contamination : with
polychlorinated biphenjls, an
‘ndustrial chemicai. .

Dak Ridge was estabi{shed in
1942 as part of the Mahhattan
Project to build thé firstiatomic
bomb. In the 18503, it uspd vast
amounts of mercury, toxic
metal, to purify a fgrm of
ithium useful {n makihg fuel
{orhydrogen bombs, .

The 1.400-acre resefvation

300 LAKE, Pages ‘

the Feed Matertals Production
Center in Fernald, (?lo, where

§tream.

-he government recegtly agreed

‘3 pay $78 million in
nelghbors.

But Clayton S. Gist, of the
cnvironmentai protedtion divi-
Depagtment of
Energy’s Oak Ridge perations
Office, satd the maxium level

slot of the

:nown in the study

lavel that *‘does not

iccess.’’
stephen A,

M Jranium  con mination
rar public

sSmit§, a

ounder of the Oak Ridge En-
Pdace | Alliance.
"“This report {indicates
that the Watts Bar Rdgervoir is
3erving as a giant holding pond.
t may have w bef{deciared

vironmaental
sald;

some kind of natibnal dump. "’

But an offieidl at {the Ten-
Heaith
C. Lem-
an im.
‘nirent threat to publje heaith
ut as for
9 .sodly...

nessee Departnient
ind Environment, Ea
ng satd, “We don't s

or the environment."'
the contamination in

U

Jamages to

wag at a

ments, his §greed-that §'what t§
do with it bnce you've) founa 1t~

becomes a ,mmcon ﬁ,}'{p ar



Watts Bar
pollution
study Is on

asakaaas Toa~ . N

By FRANK MUNGER
Nows-Sentinei Oak Ridge bursau

OAK RIDGE —~ It may be
yaarg before authorities decide
‘whether a cleanup of Watts Bar
Lake is necassary, but the poilu-
tion picture shouid bacome claar-
ar this fail,

Dr. Bruce Kimmel of Oak
Ridge National Laboratory said
water, sediment and fish samples
are being taken from 135 sites in
Watts Bar and other bodies of wa-
ter near the Department of Ener-
&y's Oak Ridge ressrvation,

The samples wiil be analyzed
for a wide range of radioactive
materiais and toxic chemicais,
30me of them carcinogens,

Kimmel, the project manager,
3ald sciantists expect to complete
-he sampling portion of the “phase
ane” study by the end of the figcai
ear, Sept. 30. An assesament of
18k4 to human heaith and the en-
“ironment wiil follow.

Resuits of a preliminary effort
vare released earlier this year,
:ompiling existing data from
‘nree decades of studies — aiong
vith updated samples in some in-
ances = to outline gensral areas
st concern and provide a baseline
ar future work. While scientists
-41d there was no cause for alarm,
18 sCreentng reports rated dog-
018 of pollutants as potential hag-
a8,

100 at poliutants not assoptat-
ad 33% the nuclear piants,

The phase-one study will draw
it8 Information targely from mew
u‘rﬂ)lo resuits obtained by gtan-
lardized field techniques andilab-
oratory analyses, Kimmel said.
Drawing information from muiti-
ple research efforts, which ‘wag
done for the preliminary studies,
can cloud the conciusions because
of the varied methodologies used,
he said,

Environmental  researchers
probably will pare the number of
pollutants on the risk list ag the
work becomes more detailed dur-
ing the second phase, expected to
begin next spring.

“1 ho‘:m we can eliminate
some,” Kimmel said. “The anafyt.
ical costs are just esting us alive
on this projeot.”

Kimmel satd the phase-one
tudy will anaiyze sampies for the
presence of 1l radionuciides —
pmlculmr cestum, strontium,
cobalt, tritium and two isotopas of
suropium.

In addition, scientists will look
‘or evidence of 17 organic com-
pounds — headed by chiordane
and two forms of PCBg «~= and 21
metais, including arsenic, antmo-
ay, lead and thalium.

The highest potlution ieveis are
sxrcud to be found in the White
Oak Lake embayment, where dis-
charges from Oak Ridge Natignal
Laboratory enter the Clinch Riv-
ar,

—-“ _;,/;u«
8 The Knoxyille News-Sentinel T
v vb ; ! ‘JU
oy - t v
\ ' 8; 1900 - ;
Wednesday. M:y“.t, 990 o
- '
AS
The DOE-.

are igtended t: '33273::3 th??%gf Phase two ofthe study will fo-
site” consequences of dig P cus on a limited humber of poilut-
from federal facilitiss in Oak ants, analyze 0\: theyﬂ rt:?i;:
Ridge, but acientists also are- through the fooq chain an

the risks to huhans and aquatic
iife. The directign of that part of

the study, hqwever, depends
largely onithe figdings {rom phase
one,

received much gublic attention ~
such ag mercury discharges from
the Y-12 nuci weapons piant
= and alpready| are a subject of
some heaith coricerns, they likely
wouid be {nal in follow.up
studies even scisntists per-
colxod them totbe a jow risk, he
u‘ .

Beca m}r pollutants have



—— TV h e w -t

*)ffsite

oe 1
at providing:
e m:.ﬂ the: Oak:

cloanupsefiogts-on-
10 reservation, but a werd abous the ax-
of offsite pollstion-and what i3 being
: in that regard has-been brief at beat:
n talking about the Clinoh-River-and
s Bar Lake. Maybeit's time that the top.
agsment of our local DOE faciiities ex-
©® . the offsite pollution problems to the
ic. So far, uniess I missed
have not been heard from as severs)
ang ey Sasorto
nning in January : a0
ulation of contaminated matertal in the
*h and Watts Bap,

@ 12 Plant officlals dida’t waste much
- in informing us in early May of the
vletien of the closure of New- g
1. Of course it's good to know that
-acre former holding pond has besn eics-
1 accordance with the Resource Consers
n and Recovery Act and documenta-

@ Prrepered for review and certification

~ ’ennesset’s Department: of Health and

ironment. At least we have reasenable

rance by this action that no more

age will occur from the pond, butlt in

as & holding area for waters of Upper

- Fork Poplar Cresk, which flows

® 1gh Oak Ridge and into the Clinch

r. it's a natural stream that originates

e plant and flows at thé rate of approx-
aly 7 million galions a day.

w Hope Pond was removed from ser-

as a waste managanant facility in

mber 1968, according 4o the informs-

PY ‘rom the public relations department of
IS. Since that time, thousands of
tioads of clay and a synthetio liner have
: installed at the former pond site to

» rainfall from percolating through
2 in the pond bed and leaching into the
nawater system..

‘2 §3.4 million project is the latest in a
L ] % of actions taken by DOR and the
I8 to closs 0id waste management sites
further protect the environment from
ntal industrial poliutants, says the
1 release of Robert J. Wesley.
receant years, discharges to East Fork
ar Creek have become increasingly
@ ner throush the use of the centrai poilu-
control {aciiity and other Y-13 Plant im-
aments designed to treat pollutants at
juurce and prevent their rejease, of-
is at the plant deciare.

pollu

oy e

tion answers ne

¥ Hayden Evans

Water torm the Bast Pork Poplar Oreok is

betore having the government resecvation
ore government reserva

The improvements are verified by daily en-

vironmaental sampling of the effluent and by
mm«:uquucmumm the

_Other waste management areas cijoed at
the Y-12 Plant within the past year include
the Chestnut Ridge Security Pith, the
Chestnut Ridge Sediment Disposai Basin,
Bear Crosk Burial Ground Area A, and the
Oil Land Farm, the release prociaims.

Fine, now the pyblic nesds to know the
seriousness of some 30 chemicals and 11 dif-
ferent radicactive pollutants labeled as
potential high-priority contaminants
reportadly in the Clinch River. Reports have
circulated for the past few months: about
mercury and plutonium contamination as
well as radioactive cesium in the ssdiments
of Watts Bar Lake. Further, we need 0
know what the government intends. to-do
sbowt the sttuation.

It s not enough {or a spokesman irom the

lic relations department or a scientist a
ew iayers down in the hierarchy to sgy that
studies are being deveioped to assess the
risks and that the probiems are not new.
When property vaiues decrease because
buyers back away from contracts due to
uncertainty and peopls worry whether or
not it is safe to enjoy the lake's recreational
opportunities, reassurance from the:top is
required. That is, if assurance on the
positive side can be given, but if they can't,

. we should know that too. | suspect the

positive (ar outweighs the negative,

-In 1963, Congresswoman Marilyn ‘Lloyd
began an investigation into the mercury
spill that eventuaily led to the identification

“and cleanup of contaminants on the Oak

Ridge Reservation. The work is still under
way, as evident by the report of the closing
1 the New Hooe Pona. (f course. wnat
Lioyd started was heiped last ysar by the
unveiling of Energy Secretary James

.

e
Y XXX}

e 'o?&’ "

in the vicinity of the Clinch River and Walis
Bar Lake should be given a siatus report on
the contaminatidn of Ghe waters by the of-
ficials at the top. :

Beautiful Watts Bar;Laks has a 738-nute
shoreline which maked it a center of water.
rich recreation. It provides abundant oppor--
tunities for fishing, ing, sailing, swimm. -
ing and water skiing with adjacent campiny
and pienicking areas. ) it a sate piace toda
or not? .

i
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Wednesday, June 13, 1990

DOE to hold public meetings on Watts Bar

By FRANK MUNGER
News-Sentinet Oak Ridge bureau

OAK RIDGE — Because of
public concerns about contamina-
tion in Watts Bar Lake, the De-
partment of Energy will hold
open meetings later this month to

plans for pollution studies
and answer questions from area
residents.

The meetings will be held June
26 at the Holiday Inn in Roane
County, at the Harriman exit off
Interstate 40, and June 27 at the
American Legion Hall near Spring

in Rhea County, -
th sessions will begin at 7

Cit
p.m.
“We felt the need to communi-
cate with the public on some of
these issues,” DOE spokesman

Steve Wyatt said.

Wyatt said the agency had re-
ceived a number of calls from res-
idents and owners of resorts
along Watts Bar following recent
news. reports. Officials with the
state Department of Health and
Environment also have received
calls from people wanting to
know more about the situation.

A study prepared by DOE’s
chief contractor, Martin Marietta
Energy Systems, was released
earlier this year. The report as-
sessed the level of pollution in
Watts Bar and other “off-site” lo-
cations as a resuit of discharges
from the government’s Oak Ridge
nucléar facilities.

The report rated dozens of
pollutants as potential hazards.
The list included radiaoctive ma-

terials, such as cesium-137 and a
range of hazardous chemicals.

DOE officials emphasized,
however, that they do not believe
the pollution in Watts Bar
an imminent threat to the health
of people using the lake for fishing
or recreational p

Much of the pollution dis-
charged from the Oak Ridge
plants over the past five decades
has accumulated in the sediments
of Watts Bar, some of it a couple
or more feet deep.

The potential threat of the pol-
lution is to be examined more
closely in a series of DOE-funded
studies planned for the next sev-
erai years.

State environmental officials
expect to participate in some
health-effects studies in the area.
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Martin says
Watts Bar
1s safe for
recreation

by Mike Fowler
For The Oak Ridger

A Martin Marietta Energy
Systems official told members
of the Anderson-Roane County
Professional Society Wednes-
day that radioactive con-
tamination of Watts Bar Lake is
minimal and the lake is safe for
recreation.

Gale Ward of Energy
Systems led an open discussion
of the problem at the meeting of
the society at Western Sizzlin'
restaurant in Harriman.

Ward substituted for Bruce
Kimmell, head of environmen-
tal studies at Oak Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory, who was
originally scheduled to speak
but was called to Washington
unexpectedly.

Ward saild most TV and press
coverage of the problem con-
sisted of information from oid
reports based on data collected
years ago. Describing the
coverage as sensationalized,
Ward said it resuited in giving
much false information to the
public.

Present studies being carried
out at ORNL, she said, show
that the risk to humans from
contamination in the Watts Bar
basin is minimal. “I would have
no problem fishing or swimm-
ing in Watts Bar Lake,” she
said. “I would even eat fish
from there.

“Plutonium is not a probiem
here. Any other heavy metals in
-the system are buried under a
meter of sediment and present
no problem. Reports of
suspended plutonium are ridi-
culous. As far as I can tell, we
have one of the best monitoring
systems available and we make
all our data freely accessibie to
the public.

‘“We have nothing to hide, and
if there were any danger, we
would be the first to say so,”
she said.

Public hearings on the sub-
ject were originally scheduied
for June 26 and 27 in Harriman
and Spring City but are being
rescheduled by Energy Systems
because the Tennessee Conser-
vation League has planned
meetings on both days about the
same situation. The new hear-
ing dates will be announced
later.
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No imminent Watts Bar hazard,
DOE tells 2 Tennessee lawmakers

- News-Sentinel Washington bureau

WASHINGTON — A Depart-
ment of Energy official Thursday
assured Sen. Albert Gore Ir. and
Rep. Marilyn Lloyd that there is
no imminent health hazard in the
Watts Bar Reservoir as long as
sediment in the deep water is not
disturbed.

Much pollution discharged
from the Oak Ridge Nationat Lab-
oratory in the past 30 years set-
tled in the sediment at Watts Bar
Lake, including mercury and ra-
dioactive cesium-137.

The Department of Energy
plans to conduct other tests, and
Gore said he will be monitoring
the progress,

Leo Duffy, DOE’s director of

environmental restoration -and
waste management, briefed Gore
and Lloyd, both Democrats, on
test results to date in separate
meetings.

Gore said there remains a limit
on the number of fish that one
should consume from the lake be-
cause they contain traces of mer-
cury and PCBs.

“l was encouraged by the
thoroughness of their work,” he
said. “The basic problem is that
any effort to remove the (deep
water) sediment would stir it up
and create a worse probiem.”

Lloyd, whose district stretches
from Oak Ridge to Chattanooga,
said ORNL “is far ahead of other
DOE facilities in terms.of clean-
up'”




. ) o313 LR IRiSs T 8 IERARTIENT T4 LT INANANER G IS

° » " The Roane County News, Friday, June 15, 1980

'« Meeting
about lake
scheduled

By PAUL PAGE
Assistant Editor

OAK RIDGE — Two meatings for
the informing of the public on the
rosult of Watts Bar Lake contamina-

. _ tlon studies have been scheduled by

. the ent of Energy.

’ The first will be at the Hollday inn

st Harriman on Tuesday, June 26,

and the second will be at the

American Lagion Hall at pring City

on Waednssday, June 27. Beth

willbe at7pm. -

: A DOE spokesman said the agen-

L ) cy teols the “need to communicate
with the public on'’ receat news

reports concerning pollution of the

lake. Some of the reports resulted

from DOE's reiease of information

from its official study of the condi-

tons. The report rated many

poilutants as ‘‘Dotential’ hazards.
but they aiso emphasized DOE does -

Q not bellsve the pollution poses any
imminent threat Lo persons using the

iaks tor fishing or for any recrea-

tional purpose.

In recent weeks, DOE represen-
tatives have commented on the
poilution  situation -at seversl
meetings of professional groups.

. However, the meatings now schedul-

' od {or Harriman and Spring City are

h the first to be announced as being
directed to the general public,

Jim Rogers, author of the 1983 Oak.
Ridge Reservation environmental:
statement, receatly reported a
decreass in both air and water pollu.
tion from 1984 to 1988, He made the'
report in addressing the Roane-

' County Environmental Review-

Board. .
Dr. Bruce Kimmel of DOE told at
the same meeuing a study now being:
conducted has not indicated there is
a “ghortterm present, immediate
danger.” He 3aid the study has
found cesium 137 and mercury in the
lake aystem, usuaily in the old river-
N channe! at a depth of about 35 feet.
. He said the concentration is found
“about 30 centimeters deep in the
soft sediment.” Thus it s hard to
reach the contamination, he sald.
Most of the cestum 137 and mer-
cury had been released in the midto
late 19508, the study said. [t aisosaid
contamination comes (rom ail bran-
ches flowing into the Watts Bar
L system.
) Kimme) aiso reported Martin
Marietta Energy Systems lhe. at
Osk Ridge is meeting with TVA and
the Oak Ridge Nuclear Laboratory
w0 discuss the situation. Their
discuasion invoives what effect there
would be if TVA were to widen the
locks at the dam and disturb the cone
.‘ taminated sediment. No such lock
i rogram has been announced.
The DOE study is identified as the
Clinch River remed. .l investigation.
1t includes gathering information as
for site characterization, sampitng,
risk analysis as to humans, more [ 3
tensive sampling and analysis, and
preliminary identification and
. evalustion : - :frective Measures.
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Environmentalists plan to
protest lake contamination

KINGSTON — In what they say 18
*‘an attempt to bring awareness,” to
the citizens of Roane County, the
Foundation for Global Sustainability
will sponsor a demonstration at
Kingston City Park Friday, June 13
at 10a.m.

The group, which will meet at the
swimming area of the park, will be
Joined by demonstraters from a
Chatlancoga environmental group
called Earthworks,

Spearheaded by Leaf Myczack,
founder of the Clean Water Project.
the demonstration, according 1o
him, is to make peopls aware of con-
tamination in the lake and an ad.
visory issued by the Department of
Heaith and Envirenment about figh
consumption from Watts Bar and
other TVA reservoirs.

According to Paul Davis, director
of the division of water quality con.
trol with DHE, the advisory has not
changed since its April 6, 1989
reieass, but, he said, while the

department s still advising against

eating flsh from the lake, there's “'no
reason to bsiteve there's any poten-
tial for any adverse health impact
from normal contact with the lake
water or incidential ingestion of the
waler," in other words, there is “‘no
reason not to use it for recreational
purposes.’

The advisory against fish con-
sumption said, “‘Watts Bar Reser-
voir, Tennesses River (Kingston to
Lenoir City): Catfish, striped bass
and striped bass-whitebass hybrids
should be considered unsafe for con-
sumption.”

In another part of the report, “a

precautionary advisery,’’ says,
"‘Limit consumption of sauger, carp,
whitebaas, and smallmouth buffale
to no mors than 1.2 pounds per
month. Limit consumption of
largemouth bass, which weigh more
than 2 pbunds, to no more than 1.2
pounds per month. Limit consump.
tion of catfish to no more than 1.2
pounds per month,”

The looai business community has
taken issiie with the demonstrators
for ail the adverse publicity brought
to the lake,

Jim Bilyak, president of the Roane
County Chamber of Commerce,
said, It {a totaily irresponsible and
dangerous to take limited Informas-
tion, much of which requires
technical skills to interpret, and
build a case to match one’s mindset.
There are much more positive ways
to work for a clean environment."

A public meeting .will be held
Tuesday, June 28 at the Holiday Inn
for the purpose of informing the
public further on this subject. (See
related story, this page)
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tes of the state House of Represen-
tatives. Thatimeeting, relating to the
a,reunce of PCBs, will be held at

J30Z0 5 S LEFSFTMEMT
The Roans County News
Juna 18, 19%0
P. 1
."-T'(m ol b M RS TR £ 1 TE 0]
By PAUL PAGR
Assistant Editor
HARRIMAN -~ Residents of
Roane County will get the word from

Martin Mariotta Energy Systems
Ine, on Monday, June 25, regarding
the poliution in Watts Bar Lake.

It will come in the first public
meeting report on the condition of
the lake, aithough there have been

; similar reports made to professional

groups in the area, The hearing wiil

.be at 7 p.m. at the Holiday Inn.

Originally the meeting was set for
June 26, but it was advanced one day

“in order to avoid conflict with a ses.
.sloh of the conservation subcommit.

lntt- Bar Dam resort near Spring
City.

Ayswond Murtin Maristta meeting
will be held June 27 at 7 p.m. at the
American Legion Hall at Spring Ci.
ty. It is to be tmore direatly concern-
¢d with the area of the lake nearest
the dam.

Steve Wyatt of the Energy
Systems community relations
department announced the dates for
the Harriman and Spring City
mestings. Detgils for the two
mestings will be announced later.
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Watts Bar Lake
waters are safe

lad

WASHINGTON — U.S, Rep, Marilyn Lloyd recently requested in-

_ formation from Leo Dufty, Department of Energy director of En.

vironmental Restoration and Waste Management, on contaminants
Reservoir,

" in Watts Bar

“After reviewing the results of an extensive:investigation done

' byateam of DOX and Oak Ridgo scientists, Mr;Duffy has assured
_ De that there is no risk to human heaith. For the moment, Watts
- Bar Reservolr is sate. The contaminants are denp in the sediment

of the main river channel, and all sources haveibeen tdentified.
“‘There are no contaminants in the shaliow witer areas, and the

situation,” said Lloyd.
Lloyd held a hearing in 1983 whioh addressediconcern over con.

~ taminants in the reservoir. As a result of this hejring, a task force

comprised of repreaentatives from the Tennessed Valisy Authority,
DOE, the U.5. Geological Survey, the Tennesspe Department of
Health and Environment, the Corps of Enginpers and the En.
vironmentat Protection Agency was formed to deal with the pro.
blem of contaminants in the reservoir.

“This task force is still In place, and they must be consulted
before any dredging activities can occur,’” Lioyd said.

The Tennessee Wildiife Resources Agency is ocurrently issuing
recommended limitations on fish consumption with each fishing -
license and has posted data on fish consumptigh throughout the

area. The biggest heaith risk In fish consumpt is to nursing
mothars ‘

“In lﬁs. we required DOE to shut down ev. that was con-

. tributing to ¢ontamination and required DOE to come forward with

ideatification of the contaminants and plans for qlsanup. We ha
made great progress since then. Oak Ridge is {4r ahead of othet™
DOE faclities in terms of cleanup, We do not aniticipate thatsthe:
contaminants will move down stream. Watts Bar Dam Is acting as
a barrier, and an average of one inch of sediment i§ being deposited

& yoar, which further reduces the heaith hazard,” Lioyd concluded, - -

I

!
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DOE sets 2
meetings on
Watts Bar.

by Johin Avery Emison
Oak Ridger staft

The Department of Energy
‘will hold two public Information
meetings next week on - the
recently publicized pollution
hazards in Watts Bar Lake. -

DOE and Oak Ridge Natlonal
Laboratory offictals will make
presentations at the meetings
scheduled in both Roane and
.Rhea counties. -

“The reason we are hoiding
these meetings is that we have
received a number of tnq ries
from peopls in the area,’” DOE
spokesman Bteven Wyait said.

Robert Sleeman, DOE's
director of environmental res-
toration efforts in Oak Ridge,
and Dr. Bruce E. Kimmel, an
ORNL scientist and co-author of
three reports on Watts Bar-con-
tamination, will make fotmal
presentations at the mestings.

Wyatt sald the presentations
will focus on the potantial
scological and human health
risks associated with poilgtion
in the lake.

The three ORNL reports show
that Watts Bar sediments:con-
tain minute amounts of plutoni-
um, heavy metals and other
toxlc chemicals, which dame
from operations on the Oak
Ridge reservation,

Wyatt said Sleeman - and
Kimmel will be ott hand to an-
swer specific questions an:hour
before the mestings begin.

The Roane County mesting
will be held at 7 p.m. Monday in
Harriman at the Holiday Ifin on
U.8. Highway 27,

The Rhea County meeting
will be held at 7 p.m. June:27 in
Spring City in the American
Leglon Hall.
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DOE sets two public meetings
on pollution in Watts Bar Lake

News-Gentinet Oak Ridge bureay

OAK RIDGE — The Depart.
ment of Energy will hold two
public mestings next week to dis-
cuss pollution in Watts Bar Lake
and related igsues.

The first seasion will be at 7
p.m. Monday at the Holiday inn
:(t) the Harriman exit off Interstate

"The second public mesting will
be at 7 p.m. Wednesday at the
American Leglon Hall in Spring

Ci%. ‘

OE set up the meetings bes

cause of public concerns over

contamination reports in Watts

Bar and other bodies of water

near the Oak Ridge reservation,
A preliminary assessment

potentipl hazards that require fur-
ther study, However, the fedenal
agency and Its chief contractar,
Martin Marietta Energy Systems,
said there does not appear to ba
an imminent health threat to lake
residents or those 'roople who use
the reservoir for fishing and ree-
reational purposes.

Watts sar resort and businepsa
owners have compiained thht?
news reports about the lake's pai-
Jution have )eopardiud their eco-
nomic livelthood, Environmentsi
groups - said the public has not
been properly informed,

Scientists (nvolved in the stud-
ies said it probably will be saevenai
years before a decision is made an
whethet & cleanup of Watts Bar
and other sites is neceasary.

identified dozens of pollutants as
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The U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy
(DOE) Oak Ridge

25 in Roane County
and June 27 in Rhea

tion in the Clinch
River and Watts Bar
Reservoir down-
stream of the Oak
Ridge site.

The meetings will
include presenta-
tions by DOE and
Martin Marietta En-
ergy Systems, Inc.,
staff and a question-
and-answer session.
Potential ecological
and human health
risks will be dis-
cussed. DOE and
Energy Systems staff
will be present to
meet informally with
the public before
each meeting.

For additional infor-
mation, please call
Steven Wyatt, DOE
Public Information Of-
fice, at 576-0885, in
Oak Ridge.

..

Pubhc Meetmg Schedule

Operations will hold - .
public meetings June :*

County on studies of *
sediment contamina- ..

rYOLI are invited . . .

... to public meetings on the Clinch River and
Watts Bar Reservoir Environmental Remediation Program

;; ..:;::Raane County . =
' Monday, June 25, 7p.m e
o Holiday Inn,.. WPy
U S. 27 near I40
Hamriman

- ‘Rhea County
Wednesday, June 27,7 p.m.
- American Legion Hall,
West Jackson Street
o Sprmg City ’

: Meetmg Agenda
67 p m.—-Meet w1th DOE representatives
| 7-8 p m.—Presentahon )

8 p.m.—~Break

8:15-9:30 p.m.—~Question-and-answer session

U.S. Department of Energy
- Oak Ridge Operations
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Reports to be explained

Watts Bar Lake has gotten more
publicity on a wider scale in the last few
months than it has received since it was
created by Tennessee Valley Authority
during World War II.

That's because it is included in some of
* the first reports ever to be public on its
condition. The reports, now required by
law, deal with contamination which
allegedly has resulted from the Depart-
ment of Energy (nee Atomic Energy
Commission) operations on the Oak
Ridge reservation.

These reports have been referred to in
the New York Times, on television and in
newspapers and magazines. They readily
admit to contaminants.

But they are not easy for many of us to
fully understand and analyze. Because of
the need for full understanding by the
public, the studies from theseé reports will

be explained in layman’'s terms at a
meeting at 7 p.m. Monday at the Holiday
Inn at Harriman. The speakers will be
Robert Sleeman, director of DOE’s en-
vironmental restoration division, and Dr.
Bruce Kimmel, program manager for
Martin Marietta Energy System’s Clinch
River-Watts Bar environmental restora-
tion investigation.

We urge all persons who have concerns
about contamination of the waters and
those who simply desire to have factual
information to make it a point to attend
the meeting and to ask appropriate ques-
tions. i

If for any reason you can’t make the
Harriman meeting, there will be a
similar session at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
July 27, at the American Legion Hall at
Spring City.
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Kimmel wants
realistic view

for Watts Bar

contamination
by John Avery Emison
Qak Ridgaer staff

4

A sclentiat who will make a'
presentation. at  tonjght's
Department of Energy . Watts.

Bar information meeting wants .

le to have.a realistic view

‘ofthe risk lake contaminants.
”5‘68 will conduct a publie in-

formation meeting about the
contamination of lake
sediments at 7 p.m. at the Holl--

day Inn in Harriman, A second
meeting is scheduled for Wed-

nesday at 7 p.m. in the Ameri.
can Legion Hall in Spring City.

Dr. Bruce L. Kimmel, direc-
tor -of the DOE off-site con-
temination program, and co-
author of three recent reports
on contamination of area
waters, said too much has been
made of the risk to human’
heaith, _

"‘Some of the parties (critical .
of river sediment pollution)
have overdone it,” Kimmel
ismd. “They'vé sensationalized
¢." . . .o
Kimmel /said reports that
people have been canceling
Tesort reservations due to the

resurfacing of the issue of mer- -

cury and plutonium contamina-

tilon in Watts Bar Lake is -

regrettable. ‘‘There’s no reason

for that eccurring,” he said. '
“The main thing I would like

to accomplish (tonight) is

basically present an overview

of what we have done on the
contamination of Watts Bar,”
Kimmel said.

“l want to make sure people

understand the program we
(are doing) :is one that makes -
sense, It's based on common.

sense,’”’ Kimmel satd,

Kimmel. éxpressed suiprise -

at the amount of publicity given
to three March 1990 reports he
and other scientists at the Oak
Ridge National Laboratory

-authored, He said they have -

5otten more sttention than they .
eserve,

Steve Smith, a co-founder of
the foundation, said the group
will attend and participate in
the meetings.

“We have a few questions

that we want to ask about one of
tha rannrte ' Amith ania
INSWLEEd3T 4 4

=P80

PEET. 3228
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Watts Bar 'hearlng

attracts 200-plus

Pollution is topic:

concerns are aired
RAARANK MUNGER

HARRIMAN = Mare than 200
ple jammed a Holiday Inn
aliroom Monday night for the
first of what 18 expected to be a
series of public meatings on poliy-
tion in Watts Bar Lake,

Some folks came to the meet.
ing to be reassured abqut the lov-
el of pollution — hoping to hear
that it's not a threat to their
health or the scenic environment.
Others in the audience came for
the opportunity to voice their
concerns and to criticige the fed-
eral government for decades of
environmental abuse,

oth sides got what they
wanted.

Dr. Bruce Kimme!, agonviron-

|dge Na-
tional Laborstory, outlined the
status of studies under way to
monitor poliutants in Watts Bar
and to assess the risk tq humans.

Based on preliminary work,
Kimmel said, there does not ap-

Watts

2

Continued from pige A}
ports, but he said the level of con. u
tamination in Wa
mented with co
the lake bottom.

"What you s
get,” he said,

Ace Sparks,

rq tamples from

drinking water
noarbg' rivers.
¢

Bar is docy-

(216 LS

minister in the ares, said the De-
psrtment of Energy
move swiftly to stop geor!a from

from the

8¢ three towns (Marri-
man, -Kingston and Rockwood)
are drinking poisonaus water.”
Sparks said. He said many of the

pear to be to any “short-term im.
minent risks.” Much work re-
meing to be done, however,
before the long-range rigks can be
thoroughly understaod, he said.
Many of the pollutants of con-
cern, he said, fall In a category
that could be considered some-
where between “acceptabdle” and
“unacceptable” risks according to
the preliminary studies,
m(‘;lt's a gray ares,” Kimmel

For some of the &oonutams,
there's only a 1-in-100,000 chance
ofa wmn veing harmed, he said.

“We're 1ot saying thay're triv.
il risks, Wea're just trying to put
them into perspective,” he said.

Steve Smith, with the Oak
Ridge Environmental Peace Alli-
ange, questioned the accuracy of
some of the reports issued eariier
thig year on the Watts Bar con-
tamination. Smith said he thinks
the reports seriously underesti-
mated the amount of radicactive
cosfum discharged from ORNL
and later deposited in Watts Bar
sedimaents.

Kimmel conceded there were
many “uncertainties” in the re-

Please ses WATTS, page A4

needs 0  water.”

ake and

roundin

in Oak Ridge.

'8 what you people he visited in logal hospitals
'* are dying from cancer,
wiy stidhewasa -~ “Thare’s an epidemic,” Sparks  Spring Clty.
! N o4 d 3t : 83
sEsNunEn INTWLAHd3T o

said. “It's got to be the drinking

DOE officials said state epide-
miologists are planning a health
study of residents in the area sur-
the federal reservation

Another public meeting is
scheduled for 7 pm. Wednesday
at the American Legion Hall in

0661 = 90
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DOE officials explain

JORFIE S

3

extent of contamination

by John Avery Emison
Oak Ridger staf

HARRIMAN -~ A standing-
room-only crowd of 280
athered in the Holiday Inn
ere Monday night to hear the
Department of Energy’s expla-
nation of the extent of con.
tar’nlnauon in Watts Bar Reser-
voir,

The u&_was also advised of
several late-breaking davelop-
ments relating to the en.
vironmental analysis  and
cleanup process.

The numerous lake contami-
nants, which Include ra-
dlonuclides, heavy metals and
toxic chemicals, pose no shert-
term rigks to human heaith, Dr.
Bruce L. Kimmael, an ecologist
at the Oak Ridge National Lab-
oratory, said. _ .

“We don't see anything out
there that constitutes a short.
term imminent risk,” Kimmel
told the group, -

In addition to a briefing on
DOE's study process, three im-
portant revelations were made
at the meating.

. Flrst, a  full-blown en.
vironmental impact statement
on DOE's cleanup plan — with
accompanying public participa-

Gatlin,

tion — ig *‘very likely,” accor
ding to Robert Sl¢eman, man-
ager ol the agency's en.
vironmental restoration pro.
gram on the Oak Ridge reser-}
vation.

Second, Sleeman said DOR
hag a?read In principle te fund
a publfc'health study to deter-
mine what, if any, human
health  congequences have
resuited :from the contamina.
tion. He said the Tennessee
Department of Health and En-
vironment will conduct the
study,

Third, the Nashville district
of the US. Army Corps of
Engineers has put on hold all
dredging and boat dock permits }
for Watta Bar, according to Ron

a Corps permit |
re ‘wro .
- Putting. a hold on dredging
permits s important because
dredging merely stirs up the
contaminated gediments,
Kimmel said. "Dredglr‘ls is out, |
We know we should not
dredge,'’ he said.

Kimmel presented the
numbers on lake sediment. con.
tamination to back up the no.
dredging policy. ]

Ses WATTS BAR, Paged
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WATTS BAR: Second public .
hearing set for Wednesday

Qentinued trom Pags 1

Seventysthree tons of mercu-
ry, & heavy metal neurotoxin,
and 290 curies of cesium-137, a
radioactive isotope — are {rap.

in the sediments of Watts

ar Lake, said Kimmel, who

authored one of three ORNL

environmental reports on the

Watts Bar problem published in
March, That's the good news,

The amount of mereury in
Watts Bar is about half of what
has been released Irom
weapons production at the Y-.12
Plant over the years. Cesium (n
Watts Bar amounts to about 85
percent of the
primarily from ORNL.

The bad news is that another
73 tons of mercury remain on
the flood plain of East Fork
Poplar Creek, which winds its
way through Oak Ridge after
leaving Y-18.

But the contamination of
mercury and cesium in Watts
Bar is concentrated at lcast 2
feet deep in lake sediments In
the deepest parts of the lake,
according to Kimmel, Hence

releases,

the need to leave the sediment .

undisturbed. _
However, this did little to
dissuade members of the Qak
Ridge Environmental Peace Al-
llance who peppered Kimmel,
DOE and Martin Marietta
Energy Systems officials with
criticism about the research
methods used in the reports as
well as conclusions about the
risk to human health, .
Steve Smith, a veterinary
medicine student and co-
founder of OREPA and other
environmental groups, claimed
that Kimmei's study
underestimates by 40 percent
the amount of radionuclides
released into area waters.
Kimmel responded that the

amount released by the gov.

ernment J:lants is not as impor-
tant as the amount that is re.
tained in lake sadiments, ‘“What
you measure in lake sediments
i8 actually what's there,”” he
said.

Other questions centered on
the level of risk to pecple who
drink well water near the lake,
Kimmel sald risk calculations
show that it is very low,

Another individuai wanted to

- e - e U T T T
)

|

know the source of PCBs
suspected of being a powert
carcinogen ~ in lake water
Kimmel said polychlorinate
biphenyls are a common sur
face water contaminant and |
is diffieult to say how they go
into Watts Bar,

One man offered the vie
that T'ennessee Valley Authort
ty i8 the:source of PCBs. “TVA|}
a lot of {PCBs) is coming fro
them,” the unidentified ma
sald. Watts Bar Lake is part o
the TVA system.

Ralph Hutchinson, a Lak
City resident and OREPA ac+
tivist, sald he believes Kimmel
and other researchers are con
cerned about the environment.j
but that “the institution* can-
not be trusted. Hutchinson iden.
tifed the Institution as Martin} -
giggetta Energy Systems andi

He said it may not yet be the
time to yell “fire” in the the-i
ater. But he added, *‘You should}
know that the management has}
discovered smoke In the firstj
few rows, " !

Two individuals expressedi
concern that DOE's hazardous
waste inginerator at the site of
the Oak Ridge Gassous Diffu- |
gion Plant would add to water |

pollution problems, E
The incinerator was con-i
structed under the Toxic!

Substances Control Act and will
burn up to 10 million pounds of
mixed waste, toxic chemicals
tainted with low levels of
radioactivity,

Jim Young, a Kingston area
resident, chided Kimmel and
others for not using the word
“death’ in their presentation on
heaith risk, Young said it is
death that I8 the risk with which i
everyone is concerned. ;

A member of OREPA told the }
group that pollution cannot be |
stopped &s long as nuclear |
weapons are produced at Y-12,

Kimmel said the next step in ¢
the environmental remediation
process is to determine what
type of cleanup actions can '

¢
i

Bl

potentially be used. T:'s will be
followed with the selcciion of a |
single remediation process.

A second public information |
meeting will be conducted at 7
p.m. Wednesday in the Amert.
can Legion Hall In Spring City.
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DOE reports Watts
Bar poses no risks

L 2 4 HICKS
of mmm et

HARRIMAN — Some residents
8t Monday night's Department of
Energy public meeting concarning
contamination in the Watte Bar
Reservoir seemed relleved and sat.
isfled with what they heard, but

uestions still remain.

“1 think it was pretty encourag-
ing," ahud hg:’m;hn Weich, & ruit’um
who has bought property along
Watts Bar Lake,

What she heard was “pretty
positive” as DOE officais said their
studies of potentially hazardous
pollutants haven't shown any immi.
nent health risk to humans,

‘The officals explained their pre.
liminary findings on cesium and
mercury contamination to a crowd
of some 200 people.

Bruce Kimmel, program director
for off-site investigations with Mar-

7 Marietta Energy Systems Ine., -

aria studies hava concentrated on
deposits of cesium-137, a radioac-
tive substance deposited in the lake
during the late 1950s.

Kimmel said cesium 1is oasy to
track. It acts &8 an indicator be-
Cause other contaminants “stick” to
it and researchers can get @ good
idea where other contaminants are
And in what concentrations, he saiq,

“] feel (the contamination
threat) was blown out of propor-
tion,” Brad Wells said, citing some
recent stories quoting environmen-
talists.

The hearing was prompted by
news raports of potentially dangers
Oous contaminants in the lake, which
s an impoundment of both the
Clinch River and the Tennessee
ﬁllvor. Thé Clinch drains the Oak

dge DOE property.

Walls aiso owns property alon
the lake and seamed satified wit
the information he heard.

“But there's a iot of paople here
who might keep the pot stirred up,”
Wells added. :

Not everyone was reassirag,

""'Wa've heard it all bainre,” gaid
Leaf Myczack of the Ci-=n Water

Projsct after the meeti
gh b

o -

xplained that his group haa l
been working for severai yoarg to !

gat answers to
ing the lake's eontamination,

questions concern. :

“They'rd trying to put out the :

fire,” said Denny Haldeman, Pro-
ject member from Chattanoo
“This s the first actua) (pubiie)
meeting thhy've had ... and thig
has been gding on for ¢8 years,”

“1 hops (DOE is) doing ail they
can,” said Gharies Campbeit of Ol
vorWSpmt'm “It seems lllu8 thag;‘re
moving along pretty good ut they
can't do it overnight. ,

Campbel), who will ba 67 next
month, sajd he had fished Watts Bar
Lake since the mid.'50s but stopped
a couple of years ago,

i

el

i

— e rv——

Howeven, contamination wasn't

the reason f8r selling his boat. Yoy
just can't catch the fish iike you
used t0,” he waid,

But sométimes Campbell won-
ders if all thase potentislly contami.
nated catfish contributed to his
heaith problems.

The Y-12 amployse of 3) years
said he receritly had a prostate can-
cer operation and has had stomach
and nerve problems,

According to DOE, about 200
curies of cesium-137 have accumu.
lated In Watts Bar's sediment. That
rapresents about 83 parcent of ail
the c28lums137 released from the
Oak Ridge 'National Laboratory
since 1940,

An estimated 73 metric tons of
mercury have also accumulated in
the iake’s sediments, or about half
the estimated discharge from the
¥-12 plant sice it opened in 1943,
Kimmel said,

Steven Smith of the Oak Ridge
Environmentsl Peace Alliance
called some of the cesium-:37 dig-
charge figures “significant undgr-
edtimations” tmeca
1944-48 were hot inciuded.

Kimmei sa}d records were not
kept on cesium-137 in those days
and concluded that ail the figures
wers estimations with a poasiblity
' r orror.

——
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Watts Bar

and analyzed. [nformation from all
studies will be used toplan extensive
characterization and risk
assesments as part.of & future an
vironmental cleanup program.

A sizeable delegation from the
Oak Ridge Environmental Peace
Alllance was present at the meeting
as well as representatives of other
environmental groups and in.
dividual environmental activiais.
Almiost ail of the questions asked
and comments made ware by the en
vironmental activists, In fact, they
dominated the question-and.answer
period even to the extent of showing
a serios of slides and preceding each
quedtion with s jehgthy statement of
their personal views oritical of tha
federal government for environmen.
tal abuse since the early 19408,

Emotions ran high, but it was,
after all, a public meeting to afford
any titizen the opportunily to ask
questions regarding the studies of
DOE/MMES on the gtatus of the con-
tamination in the water.

The Oak Ridge Environmental
Peace Alliance raspreseniatives
challenged DOE/MMES studies
pragticaily acroas the board. The
Alliance's finding showad that the
DOE report grossly underestimateg
the amount of radicactive
Cesium-137 released {nto the Clineh
River. Instead of ths 685 curies of
cesium reported by the government,
the Alliance had figures showing
that 930 curiss of Cesium-137 had
been released over the past several
decades. According to ths Alliance,
the finding not only pointed out a key

ABOUT 200 CITIZENS attendec a masting at the Holiday inn in Matrimen Monday night to hear
about Clinch River and Watts Bar Lake clean up efforts by the Department of Energy and Martin
Marietta. Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Allisnce members like this man questioned soms of the
figuras which DOE and Martin Marietts officials presented.

anfanuns [t

The nvironmental Peace
Alitance}fauited DOE for relying on
institutignal data developed when
publie hialth was not a priority con.
corn forghe government and its con-
tractors} Evidence was cited of an
“Institugonal bias" ingrained over
yoars of operation in Oak Ridge
which whuld seek to ask, “How bad
isn't (179 rather than tho more oh.
jective, PWhat are the facts®"

It is the Alliance's: position that
there been a failure to involve
‘the publfe, to provide for indepen.
dent arpiysis or adequate pesr
review 18 the process of developing
the vaniqus DOE reports.

The Alliance states that the
loachingjof radioactive waste from
8ix raﬁoacuve landfills and
numerouwd hquid radioactive waste
pits and frenches continues in 1980:
further. rthat these sources have
heen the primary sources of radioac-
tive relegses into the Clinch River.

Finally, the Allignce belteves that
it is nol possible lo confidently ac-
capt thefreports of MMES unless
they are pubject to public comment,
peer rdview and independent
analysia, :

The Alfiance's findings were bas-
ed uponiinformation contained in
study reports provided earlier by
DDE/MNES.
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NEWS ASSISTANT EOITOR Pavi Page, above.
modefated the Mondsy mesting, which
brought out & number of protestors, Jike Lesf
Myschak, right, holding up a sign for the
camers,

Staff photos
by Pat Hope
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Water woes leave
thirst for trust

As a young gir! learning to swim
Walts Bar Lake near Caney Ford, I dont
remember anyone ever telling me not to
g0 into the water because of mereury or
Cesium.137. I do remember a few snake
| stories und the danger of stepping off into
| deepwaterora story about the swimmer
| who drowned (rom being caught in a

**whirlpool.”
, As an aduit, 1 have taken a iot of kid-
f ding about living near Oak Ridge. I've

heard all the comments about “‘glowing
‘ in the dark,” and ‘‘being the target for

Russtans.” I've algo seen hundreds of
| people work and retire a{ Oak Ridge, and
« I've known hundreds more who would
I 8tve anything Lo be empioyed there, such

threats not withstanding. Some of thege
- people were perfectly heaithy, and some
- were obviously not, pretty much the way
- it is most places.

;. At Monday night's public mesting
i about the contamination in Walts Bar
- Lake, the officials from Martin Marietta
- Energy Systems Inc., and the Depart-
: ment of Energy took a lot of heat, The
. hearly four-hour event turned out to be
 little more than a forum for area en-
; vironmental groups. One woman who
: asked a question was almost apologetic
- that she was not with some group,
Personally, | feit comfortable with Dr.
- Bruce Kimmel's comments. He has said
- over and over that he (ishes and swims
- and plays on Watts Bar like the rest of us.
- The very nature of his job puts him in
- touch with the lake on a daily basis. Like
- me, he has lived and worksd here for a
number of years and associates any
“'risk’ ag part of living, not part of dying.

Personally, I'm a Jittie dismayed by
people who want a 100 percent’
guarantee. Name me one job or environ-
ment that doesn‘t carry risks. At the
newspaper, thore are chsmicals and
machines that gould injurs, cripple or
kill me. So would there be if | drove a
coal truck or worked at a plant in the in-
dustria! park or repaired televisions or
serviced vending machines or stayed
home.

As editor of the Roane County News, ]
must put personal feslings aside and look
aL the total picture. Evidentlv, the en-
vironmental groups have legitimate con-
cerns and questions. Obviously, al)
speakers put a lot of time and effort into
preparing the information which they

| presented,
i Like it or not, Roane County is in the

middle of all this. As Roane County
hometown newspaper, it's our Job
report the fasts. You'll find them in t
front page stories we print about ir.
cinerators, landfills and yes, pollution 1
the lake, Despite the ¢claim of a Knoxvilth -
television station that ail this is someh
new and unreported, Watts Bar has bes,
around a jong while and the Roane Coun
ty News has been covering lake-rela
storles, both good and bad, since 1889
We've shown both sides of this lake con
tamination issue severalf
times ., . . from iraveling on rain
logged boats to take pictures of sunkent
signs, o following marchers through
their demonstrations, to seeking out
answers 10 vaguely worded reports,

Did Monday's meeting bhelp the publie
to understand the Watts Bar situation
any better? Maybe. Maybe not. But
several facts can be sifted from the
broken hourgiass. Officials of Martin
Marietta and DOE say there ts “*no im. |
mediate danger to public health, based
on current data. The people who have
researched that data; the people who are
continously researching that data: the
people who wrote that data; and the peo-.
ple who have presented it to us over and
over agatn, live here. They also swim in
the lake, fish and boat here and drink the |
waler. '

.
At some point we have to trust §0 !

meone. Should we hang the messenger !
because he can't give us a 100 percent !
guarantee that the water we're drinking
is pure? Should we take DOE and Martin
Marietta officials out to the woods and
shoot them for something their
predecessors did?

[ refuse Lo beilave that every individua)
and official who has ever worked at Mar.
tih Marietta, Union Carbide or DOF is
“‘out to get us,"” or is deliberately “dirty-
Ing our water."

They have admitted their findings are
preliminary. They have saig they are not
only cleaning up past mistakes but trying
to be sure that the ground and water are
not further contaminated.

- Granted, there are stilj things we don't
know, and cleanup efforts are needeq.
We can continue to learn and improve on
what we've alrgady done. or we can alt
become llke ‘“‘chicken little" and pro-
claim to the world that the sky is (alling,
when in fact, a simple acorn may have
fallen from the tree.

|
i
PAT HOPE ]

;
|
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Waffs Bar Lake Poses No He
Threat - DOE S

!

Beautiful Watts Bar Lake has afficially boen deomed
ter sports or human beaith by Dak Ridge officiais af

Adas” s s
m
from the audisncs, Um
ment of Knergy and Martin
Mariotta offiolaie wtill Insist
thore is *No immediate risk* 1o
you, the publie, from ocontami.
nates in Watts Bar Reserveir,
At 8 Public Masting Monday,
June 25, held ot the Holiday inn
in Harriman, Dr. Bruos Kim.
mel, Program Manager for En.
orgy Systams’ Clined
River/Watts Bar anvirenmental
restoration investigations,
showed alides depioting the re-
sulis of government studies
approximately 250  peapls.
Kimmel quoted the findings for
Watts Bar to be 5 chanoes in
10,000 to find PCBa in fish; £ in
100,000 of finding areenio (n
fiah; and 1 in 100,000 of finding
Coalum 137 or Cobait 60 in eup
face sediment. Kimmell said,
‘remember, we're talking of

88,000 square miles of surface

TN
e Y.

~oren.”

Kimmul eaid vesivm ressts
with the environmnt Hky other
contaminanta do and iz very
oany to detect. Finding casium
gives ressarchers a good ides
where other concentration is, he
wid, Kimmel waid the prelimi.
nary scoping study indicates
that the ceastum, mercury, and
other contaminanin Are cone
tained In the sediment, at an
averuge depih of 30 inches from
the surfecs, buried deep in the
mutk, with highest cancentre-
tions in the doepent part of the
old river beda. He snid  Watty
Bar showed 37 parts par millian
found deep down in the sedi.
meat. Kimael vaid, “we should
not dredge: thiv cunnot be re-
maved by the dredging procese.”

When questionsd by Steve
8raith, who heads the Oak
Ridge Environmental Pexce Al
lUanos, ovar discrepanciocs in
amounwa of over 300 curries

ays No

H

"No Risk® for swimming, fishing, wa.
Ler intanaive governmens studies. sobeduled for

shown {n reports lesued in the
'80's over the ourrent statistios,
Kimmet said, "We took sedi-
maent tants Of the actual matari.
als and what you see 0 what
you get, it is what ia sotuaily
there.

Although all the reports
showed thers le no health rsk,
which was aleo accepted by the
nations health and safsty group,
spactators temained concerned
&% (0 whether they, ‘were telling
us the whols story,* and it ls
REALLY safe.*

The Oak Ridge facility was
built during World Wae If to
help make the fitwt atomie
bomb, and contaminates were
dupiped in the 1040's and
1980'e in Bear Creek, Popiar
Creak, and hoiding tanka, whick
then eatered the Clineks River
and on {ato Watts Bar Ressry
voir. Kimmel eaid it will take
30 yoars w completaly cleanup
the waters, at & oost of billions

JIth

Riarkf

ity List for cishnup. On June
33.1990. the

govemment
turing inatalin
fled In Becre
James D W

partment's blugprint for clean.
ing up DOE faciities.

Systetms, lne., -

B Y12 will be th{ initial site for

adting as a focal
point in demdnatrating how
uranjum waste can be reduced
through new mgthods of matal

purification, ohng. and reqy.

Gun't .

A second P Mosting is

, Jube

Y] m ag the A::m
Legion on VanUS,
Jjuat off Front in Spring
mwn

Simultaneoud mestings were
held at: Watts Par MM:
Highway a8-Bas
Evztac andd  Wed
moraing, Juns B8 & 27, with
State 'x‘.p Mative Shirley
Dusr and the Hbuse Conserva:
tion Committes Pn the tsaue of
pollution and the impaot on
Tourism for tie lake resort

naxt wesks aditign, All mestiag
are open $0 the phblic

For tmore i§formation on
DOE environsméntal remedia.
tion p loase call the
DOE P pation Office
at (818) 676-084D, Staven Wy.
att, or Jim F, OF Write
to the satme o at PO, Box
2001, Oak R TN 87881.
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Public Meeting On

1

Watts Bar Here
Wed., Jun. 27

OAK RIDGE, TN-The US.
Department of Energy's (DOE)
Oak Ridge Operations will hold
a Public Mesting June 27 in
Spring Clty on studies of sedl-
ment oontamination in water-
woys downstream of the Oak
Ridge site, namely the Clinch
River and Watts Bar Reservoir.

The Public Meeting follows
one held Moanday, June 25 in
Roane County, and will foocus on
recently complsted preliminary
studiss on ossium and marcury
contamination in thess wuters.
An official spokesperson for the
group eaid preliminary studies
indioats that there is no {mmi-
nent risk to the public as a re-

sult of this mhmiuﬂon

The recently complated
studies are part of a compre.

hensive environmontal ‘investi.

gation of off-ite surface water
contamination. Information
from thess studies will be used
to plai extengive ‘characteriza-
tion and risk asesesments as

part of a future environmental

cleanup progrem.

Tha public:will have the op-
portunity to ask questions on
these studiss from the represen-
tatives following the

prosenta- .
tion. The public will also be

given the opportunity to meet
with the repressntatives before

and after the meeting

|
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Spring City, Tenn.

Watfs Bar Lake Poses No Health
Threat - DOE Says No Risk
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Beautiful Watts Bar Lake has officially been deemed "No Risk” for swimming, fishing, wa.
ter sports or human heaith by Oak Ridge officiala after intensive gavernment studies.

. by Rita Moore

Amidst much skepticism
from the audi , US Depart.
ment of Energy and Martin
Marietta officiais still insist
there is "No immediate risk® to
you, the public, from contami-
nates in Watts Bar Reservoir.

At & Public Mesting Monday,
June 25, heid at the Holiday Inn
in Harriman, Dr. Bruce Kim.
mel, Program Manager for En-
ergy Systems’ Clinch
River/Watts Bar environmental
restoration investigations,
showed slides depicting the re-
duits of government studies to
approximately 250 people.
Kimmel quoted the findings for
Watts Bar to be 5 chances in
10,000 to find PCBs in fish; 2 in
100,000 of finding arsenic in
fish; and 1 in 100,000 of {inding
Cesium 137 or Cobait €0 in sur-
face sediment. Kimmell said,
‘remember, we're talking of
39,000 square miles of surface

coarer.t

Kimmol said cesium rvacts
with the environmnt like other
contaminants do and is very
easy to detect - Finding cesium
gives ressarchers a good idea
whaere other concentraton is, he
said. Kimmel said the prelimi-

. nary scoping study indicatee

that the cesium, mercury, and
other contaminaniy are cone
tained in the sediment, at an
average depth oi JU inches from
the surface. buried deep in the
muck, with highest concentra.
tions in the deepest part of the
old river beds He smid Watts
Bar showed 37 parts per million
found deep down in the sedi.
ment. Kimmel said, "we should
not dredge: this cunnot be re-
moved by the dredging process.”

When questioned by Steve
Smith, who heads the Oak
Ridge Eanvironmentai Peace Al
liance, over discrepancies in
amounta of over 300 curries

shown in reports issued in the
'80's over the current statistics,
Kimmel esaid, “We took sedi-
ment tests of the actual materi-
als and what you see is what

" you get, it is what is actually

thers."

Although all the reports
showed there ia no health risk,
which was aiso accepted by the
nations heaith and safety group,
spectators remained concerned
au to whether they, "were telling

us the whole story,” and "if it is’

REALLY eafe.”

The Oak Ridge facility waa
buiit during World War I to
help make the f{irst atomic
bomb, and contaminates were
dumped in the 1040's and
1950's in Bear Creek, Poplar
Creek, and holding tanks, which
then entered the Clinch River
and on into Watts Bar Reser.
voir. Kimmei said it will take
30 years to compietely cleanup
the waters, at & coat of billlons

of dollare.

In December of '89. the area
was put on the Nationai Prior-
ity List for cleanup. On June
22,1990, the DOE announced
that a8 major five year research
program has been initiated at
the Qak Ridge Y-12 plant to re-
duce by 80% the amount of
uranium waste generated in
government metal manufac.
turing instailations, as identi-
fled in Secretary of Energy
James D. Watkins' Environ-
mental Restoration and Waste
Management program, the De-
partment's blueprint for clean.
ing up DOE facilities.

Operated for DOE by Martin
Marietta Energy Systems, inc,
Y-12 wiil be the initial site for
the program, acting as a focal
point in demonstruting how
uranium waste can be reduced
through new methods of metal
punfication, shaping, and recy-
cling.

A second Public Meeting is
scheduied for Wednesday, June
27, at 7 pm at the American
Lagion Haill on Jackson Avenus,
just off Front Street, in Spring
City.

Simuitaneous meetings were
held at Watts Bar Resort on
Highway 68-.East, Tuesday
Evening and  Wednesday
morning, June 28 & 27, with
State Representative Shirley
Duer and the House Conserva-
tion Committes on the issue of
poliution and the impact on
Tourism for the lake resort
owners. Results of these meet-
ings were not available by press
time, but will be reported in
next weeks edition. All mesting
are open to the public.

For more information on
DOE environmental remedia-
tion programs, piease call the
DOE Public Informauon Office
st (615) §76-0888, Staven Wy-
att, or Jim Alexander; or wnte
to the same office at P.O.,, Box
2001, Oak Ridge, TN 37831-
3802,
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Public Meeting On
Watts Bar Here
Wed., Jun. 27

OAK RIDGE, TN-The US.
Department of Energy’s (DOE)
Oak Ridge Operations will hold
a Public Meeting June 27 in
Spring City on studies of sedi-

ment contamination in water-

ways downstream of the Oek
Ridge site, namely the Clinch
River and Watts Bar Reservoir.
The Public Meeting follows
one held Monday, June 25 in
Roane County, and will focus on
recently completed preliminary
studies on cesium and mercury
contamination in these waters.
An official spokesperson for the
group said preliminary studice
indicate that there is no immi-
nent risk to the public as a re-

sult of this contamination.

The recsntly completed
studies are part of a compre-
hensive environmental investi-
gation of off-site surface water
contamination. Information
from these studies will be used
to plan extensive characteriza-
tion and risk asseesments as
part of a future environmental
cleanup program.

The public will have the op-
portunity to ask questions on
these studies from the represen-
tatives following the presenta-
tion. The public will aiso be
given the opportunity to meet
with the representatives before
and after the meeting.
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Making environment a high priority

The Department of Bnergy conducted Wednes-
day the sacond of two area public information meetings
on pollution in Waus Bar Rogorvoir.

The source of contaminanis, including such
substances as arscnic, polychlorinated biphenyls, mer-
cury, costum.137, strontium-90 and plutonium, is
DOE’s facilitiss on the Oak Ridge rosorvation.

It i3 indeed of concern that 146 tons of mercury have
been released from the rossrvation — primarily from
the Y-12 Plant =~ and that half is in the flood plain of
Bast Fork Poplar Creek and the other half is buried in
the sediments of Walls Bar Lake,

It is also Important 10 keep the problem in propor
perspective,

Scientisis at the Oak Ridgs National Laboratory who
have studied the contamination problem in detail =~ and
are planning for even more detailed studics in the near
future — assure us that there is no imminent risk to
human health.

History tends to support this assertion.

Most of the mercury and radionuclides buried in the
mud beneath our ouly beautiful waters ware relcased
inlo the environment in the late 19$0s and carly 1960s,

That's about 30 ycars ago, It would scem that if we
were going 10 begin dropping like flies — and that's

what some of the shrilleat critics of
wouid have been doing 30 for quits s

But there is a more im
conuroversy than biamo and doom.

Wo are quite delighted to hoar DOE acknowledgo re-
sponsibility for the mess it madel We are equally
delighted 10 sce the agoncy taking acqon (o cloan up the
mess and mako certain that it doesn't §appen again.

The current siudy process has as it$ goal a dotermina-
tion as 1o whether the Watts Bar palutants should be
somehow fomoved, or whether it if simply betier t0
leave them ajone.

This process is baing compleisd}in a remarkable
public anvitonment with little ity for anyone to
fudge on the facts.

Bven more encouraging is the fctithat the plants =n
the reservation have ffmly reducegt the amoun:
pollutants that move off-sits,

The closure of the S-3 ponds — a ndtorious sourc- o1
radloactive :pollutants- = has boen gecomplished and
should reduce the amount of pollutiod leaving the res.
ervation,

We saiute DOE for owning up 10 §is environmental
responsidiiities. We hope the environfieni continues 1o
be a high priority for the Oak Ridge Offcrations office.

nt isjuc in the current
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DOE pleased
with public
hearings on
Watts Bar

by John Avery Emison

Ork Rggor staft

Dopartment of Enorgy officials.

and scientists who have studisd
contamination of Watts Bar Roser-
voir are ploased at the results of two
public information meetings this
woek, :

“We met our objective, which
was (0 answer questions abbut
pollution in the sediments of the
Clinch River and Watts Bar,’* aid
DOR spokesman Steven Wyatt,

Wyatt = who auended the
mestings in Hariman on Monday
and Spring City Wednesday oven-
ing — said hs was plessed that the
%g\bh\ed attendanco approached

‘I was pleased that we had such
a good turnout,'* Wyat said.

*“It was our-intent 10 open this
issus to the public,'* Wyat ssid. Me
emphasized that the moetings are
“Just sort of the beginning in a
way, bocause we will hold addi-
tional lneotlnp on the. cleanup

Dr. Bruce L. Kimmel, a co-
author of one of thres environmen.
tal roports on Waus Bar pollution,
pressnted findings at both
mostings,

By condmdng the meetings,

0 get a litds
more complets information (about
1 extont of poflution and the risks
o human health) out to' peopls,'
Kimmel said, an ecologist ai the
Oak Ridge National Laboratory.

ORNL i3 one of thres DOR fucit-
itss in Oak Ridge from which the
contaminants came. ,

Speaking of Wednesday night's
meeting in Spring Clly, Kimmel
said many of the people who at-
tended were boat dock and resort

See HEARINGS, Page ¢
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HEARINGS: Officials will
meet with NAACP tonight

Continued from Page 4
owners who “‘are being hunt by the
publicity that has taken place.'’

Kimmel said an important point
in the mpom that he restated at
both moetings is that the assump.
tions ng humean health are
very conservative. ‘‘The assump-
tions we made (in the reporis) were
designed o err on the side of
human health,'* he said.

The three reports, published in

P T sNSEEEss T e
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March by ORNL, dmned pollutio
levels of toxic chsmtcall. heav
motals and radionuclides in the sed
iments of the Clinch Rive
downstream from the Oak Ridg
resorvation and Watts Bar.

Kimmel said further testing o
sediments will help researche
determine whether the contamt
nants should be removed.

About the only way to remov
contaminated river and lake sedi

ment is to dredge it up, according o
Kimmel. There are various dredg-
ing techniques and some are loss
dirty than others, he said.

One aitsrnative may be 10 leave
the conlamination whers It i3
becauss the largest concentration
appears (o be undar 2 fest of mud in
the deepost part of the laks, Kim-
mel said,

A similar presenitauon on DOB.
sourced pollution will be made to-
night at a public meeting of the Qak
Ridge -chapter of the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored Peopte.
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* Risk communication
Watts Bar information exchange goes two ways

Dr. Bruce Kimmel of Martin Marietta
Energy Systems Inc. derserves a medal for
his even-handedness in presenting the cur-
rent status of the Department of Energy’s
studies on contamination in Clinch River
and Watts Bar Lake to an audience. many of
whom were hostile, Monday night at the
Holiday Inn, Harriman.

Like Kimmel, Bob Sleeman of DOE and
the rest of the environmental restoration
party kept their ‘‘cool,” in the face of en-
vironmental activists who derided their
scientific evaluation as well as the whole
scientific process.

However credibility remained on the side
of the men from MMES/DOE since they
seemed to be the only active, qualified scien-
tists in the room. They explained their scien-
tific data by visual aids and answered the
many emotion-laden questions calmly and
as meaningful as possible.

The point that the offsite investigation is in
its first phase with much more work ahead
needed to acurately identify environmental
and human-health risks seemed to be lost on
those who already had their minds made up.

The environmental groups hogged the
limelight . from the moment the floor was
opened for questions. Few Roane County
citizens, especially property owners, went to
the microphone to ask questions. The ac-
tivists, mainly out-of-towners, quickly
dominated the proceeding and turned it into
a forum to vent their displeasure with the
establishment.

The establishment. of course, is govern-
ment at all leveis and private industry. par-
ticularty Martin Marietta and its
predecessors at Oak Ridge.

On the other hand, frustration has been
huilding among the public for several vears.
People don’t know whom to believe. Todav
after the Three-Mile Island nuclear acci-
dent. the chemical leak in Bhopal, India. the
Valdez oil spiil and local problems with in-

Over
the
Ridge

by
Hayden Evans

cinerators and landfills, many believe the
communication process has broken down.

In this regard. we must give DOE/MMES
credit for their attempt to improve risk con:-
munication with the public by making the
recent presentations in Roane and Rhea
counties, June 25 and 27.

Scientists become distressed because the
media and the public misinterpret their
complex research. Risk communication is a

N
3

two-way street. It’s an interactive process of
exchange of information and opinion among
individuals, groups and institutions.

In the past. government and industry of
ficials have generally thought of risk com-
munication as a one-way message dehvered
from experts to non-experts.

Many people have unrealistic expecta-
tions about what can be accomplished in en-
vironmental restoration. Although good
communication can’t always reduce conflict
and smooth risk management. failure to
communicate with the public will always
make matters worse. DOE and Martin
should continue to keep an open dialogue
with the people who may be affected by the
potential risks.

One must keep in perspective that nation-
wide DOE has embarked upon.a 3(-vear
cleanup effort that will cost billions to cor-
rect past environmental and safety negiect.
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Risk communication

Watts Bar information exchange goes two ways

Dr. Bruce Kimmel of Martin Marietta
Energy Systems Inc. derserves a medal for
his even-handedness in presenting the cur-
rent status of the Department of Energy's
studies on contamination in Clinch River
and Watts Bar Lake to an audience, many of
whom were hostile, Monday night at the
Holiday Inn, Harriman.

Like Kimmei, Bob Sleeman of DOE and
the rest of the environmental restoration
party kept their *‘cool,” in the face of en-
vironmental activists who derided their
scientific evaluation as well as the whole
scientific process.

However credibility remained on the side
of the men from MMES/DOE since they
seemed to be the only active. qualified scien-
tists in the room. They expiained their scien-
tific data by visual aids and answered the
many emotion-laden questions calmly and
as meaningful as possible.

The point that the offsite investigation is in
its first phase with much more work ahead
needed to acurately identify environmental
and human-health risks seemed to be lost on
those who already had their minds made up.

The environmental groups hogged the

limelight from the moment. the floor was

opened for questions.’ Few Roane County- -
citizens, especially property owners, went to ;.
the microphone to ask questions, The ac-: .=
tivists, mainly ~out-of-towners, quickly. -
dominated the proceeding and turned it into" - :
" a forum to vent their displeasure with the .

establishment.

The establishment, of course, is govern- .
ment at all levels and private industry, par- :
ticularly Martin Mariefta- and - its

S

predecessors at Oak Ridge.

"

On the other hand, frustration- has been
building among the public for several years.

People don't know whom to believe. Today,
after the Three-Mile Island nuclear acci-
dent, the chemical leak in Bhopal, [ndia, the
valdez oil spill and local problems with in-
o 4
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cinerators and landfills, many believe the
communication process has broken down.

In this regard. we must give DOE/MMES
credit for their attempt to improve risk com-
munication with the public by making the
recent presentations in Roane and Rhea
counties, June 25 and 27.

Scientists become distressed because the
media and the public misinterpret their
complex research. Risk communication is a

two-way street. It's an interactive process of
gxc.hgnge of information and opinion among
individuals, groups and institutions.

In the past, government and industry of-’
ficials have generally thought of risk com-
munication as a one-way message delivered
from experts to non-experts.

Many people have unrealistic expecta-
tions about what can be accomplished in en-
vironmental restoration. Although good
communication can't always reduce conflict
and smooth risk management, failure to
communicate with the public will always
make matters worse. DOE and Martin
should continue to keep an open dialogue
with the people who may be affected by the
potential risks.

‘One must keep in perspective that nation-
wide DOE has embarked upon.a 30-vear
cleanup effort that will cost billions to cor-
rect past environmental and safety neglect.
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conducted” by Jim Rogers and Dr.
Bruce Kimmaell of Martin Marietta
Energy Systems inc. Dr. Kimmel
also was ihe chief speaker at a
public meeting conducted by DOE at
Harriman on June 3§ and ancther at
Spring City on June 27.

- 'The raport was signed by Arvin 8.
Quist, chairman of the committee,

By PAUL PAGE and reminded that ‘while we believe
Assistont Editor this 18 & {alr review, you should be

aware that three members (In-
the cluding the chairman) of the board
Oak are Martin Marietta  Energy
Systems employees.”
“The text of the report is as follows:

"The 1088 report and the Energy .
Systems presentation both suggest
that routine air and water
discharges of radioactive materials
and toxic chemicals {rom the Osk
Ridge:Reservation are well within -
guidelines established by various
regulatory authorities. .

"“The Board finds no reason to
question this suggestion. However,
neither the report nor the briefing
addressed the issue of the potential
for catastrophic releases. Such
releases have occurred in the recent
past, causing the temporary shut-
down ol affected water treatment

water discharges fro
Ridge reservation are *
guidelines estadlished
regulatory authorities,'{ says the
Roane County Envifonmental

con
cern about “the potntial :f
qatastrophic rejeeses” {and lu:f
guud “It I in' the best Bnterest of

ible.”
m‘;'h.. :'.poﬂ deait wi plants, The Board, therefore, sug-
Ridge Reservation Env gests that one issue of concern to
—— Flease see Limits, Page 2-A
. "'_H-u

M

Roane County-is ade§juate. public  available to take a proactive stand

“Certainly the Board will review

notification and monit
releases. ’-ﬂm of tuch

The major environm¢nta) concern

in assuring that the public is ade.
quately appraised of study results —
good or bad.

reports as they are issued and m
request further public briefings §§
appropriate.”

_ stemming from Oak Rigige Regerva-
= tion “opevstions: is ¢ "hhmlc:l'
discharges - of~heavy rhetals; | toxic-
organic:chiemleals, and rediodctive
clements’:that have'een: incor
porated into the sediménts beneath’
‘Watts Bar Repervoir aifd remain as -

a
'y

o av (AR, DR Sy

- bupledlognay, wcq o1 inn

.- " Bnsrgy Systamu parfonnel are in
i the firas;phase:of & muf mm!
§ram to characterize the extent,of,

such huried contaminaion and it

MWL oft on eneral -
‘ Eu.bu,cu 'kug.u . ‘h‘!bw
contamination is upstregm of Watts'
Bar Dam and.i§ thus. of ¢ | Lo
Roane County. Thef{ study as'

presented sppears t§ De

AEESANRISAC

: N B0ieT o
e LAt 2 A 7
el e IR el
B | BosYd audaenty

- e RS, & 6

. he: be .44"‘ Y ‘m.'
bt

- and staft

well -

a8 t0 Com- -
lete:the study as aoon ¢4 pageible.
i o e 1
infor-
- mation-from the At
matla e b s ol
. rA‘'d HNENEEEE LZTE LS INSWLEEd3d 3 4 Tpise 3561/28/L0



ROANE CO NEWS

INIRE N

—

Risk c&mmumcation v
information exchange goes two ways

Watts

Dr. Bruce Kimmel of IMartin Marletta
Energy Systems Inc. dersqrves & medal {or
his even-handedness in presenting the cur-
rent status of the Departipent of Energy's
studies on contaminationyin Clinch River
and Watts Bar Lake to an gudience, many of
whom were hostile, Monflay night at the
Holiday Inn, Harriman,

Like Kimmel, Bob Sleefnan of DOE and
the rest of the environmuwntal restoration
party kept their **cool,” {1 the face of en-
vironmental activists wio derided their
scientific evaluation as ioll as the whole

actentific process. !

However credibility renisined on the side
of the men from MMES/DOE since they
seemaed to be the only activl, quaiified scien-
tists in the room. They expjained their scien-

title data by visual aids ¢nd answered the
many emation-laden queations caimly and
as meaningful as pouibl;s

The point that the offsiteinvestigation is in
its first phase with much more work ahead
.needed to acurately identify environmental

“and haman-heaithi risks sapmed to be lost on
thou who alrudy had th mindl madeup,
‘ l" “ hogged" tha -
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Over
~ the
Ridge

by
Hayden Evans

cinerators and landfills, many beileve the
ecommunication process haa broken down,
In this regard, we muat give DOE/MMES
credit for their attempt to improve risk com-
munication with the public by making the
recent presentations in Roene and Rhea

-counties, June 25 and 27,

Sclentists become distressed because the
media and the public misinterpret their
complex research. Risk communication is a
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two-way street, It's an interactive process of
exchange of information and opinion among
individuals, groups and institutions.

[n the past, government and industry of-
ficials have generally thought of riak com-
munication as a one-way message deilvered
from experts to non-experis.

Many people have unrealistic expecta:
tions about what ¢can be acconmiplished in en-
vironmental reatoration, Although gooc
communication can't alwaya reduce contlic!
and smooth risk menagement, failure i
communicate with the pubilte will ajways
make matters worse. DOE and Martir
should continue to keep an open dialogue
with the people who may be affected by the
potential risks.

One must keep in perspective that.nation
wide DOE has embarked upon.a 30-ves
cleanup effort that will cost billions te cor
rect past environmental and safety neglact
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Envmomnentahst is'guest:t
at Kiwanis. Club meeting ~ -

The Kiwanis Club of Oak Ridge
will have Bruce Kimmel as lts
guest s on Tuesday at 6 p.m.
at the Hollday Inn.

Kimmsl, who {3 program man-
ager for off-site investigations for
the: Martin Marietta Energy
Systems environmental restoration
program, will present an overview.
of ““The Clinch River-Waus Bar
Reservoir Remedial Investigaton.'

He has besn a staff sciontist with
the Bavironmental Scisnces Divi-
sion at Oak Ridge National Labora-
tory for 10 years and he and his
family reside in Oak Ridge. Kim-
mel recaived his doctorate In
ocology from the University of
California at Davis, and was assis-
tant director of the Biological Sta-
tion for the Unlvomty of
Okhhom. .. Bruce Kimmel
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recent public meeting. The news was really
no surprise. The real surprise at the mesting
was the use or “*misuse’' of the First Amend.

¢
Thumbs up’ glven for lake ;
Watts Bar Lake recelved & ‘thumbs up' [t J
e Do s Chamber |

Channels

ment rights to free speech by an organized by Jim Bilyak, i
vocal minority. By dominating the question. President, ‘
gnd-answer part of the program. they left Roane County X
little if any time for others to pursue ques- Chamber of
tions. [n fact, many, including my wife and .

commaeroe
1, left the room when it was apparent that y
‘banner .waving, shouting questions and
. buduﬁng kers and the ex.
“1:; odqa attitude : wm:ut\g. attention
or being » mugn;.
ueh 100 mnoh w acoom.

‘n‘ﬁ&sﬁa "“"'m“'"m' v

“P‘It’l:}z‘? t'h m "‘“ ‘?gg' AR

' panv “of-u¥ Were‘held spuchleil! ™ "

‘pointiis that wp. hayes. lhumbs
up' tor WQ Bar Lakel.
WW’CM.-- 1 diomatn o - 4
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The quality of the water in Watts Bar Lake
is better than ever now, according to Ear!
Lemming, project coordinstor for the
Department of Energy, who spoke to more
than 200 peopie gathered at a meeting of the
state's House Congervation and Environ.
ment Committee at Watls Bar Resort in
Rhea County on June 26. The audience was
composed of resort owners. area reeidents
and over 28 high-level officiala from various
departments of Tennessee state govern.
ment. House Conssrvation and Environment
Committee Chairmin I.V. Hills Jr. presided
at the meeting.

‘““Watts. Bar s tremendously
improved . . . but that does not mean that
everything has gone away. We do have a
legacy. Polychlorinated biphenyis (PCB),
mercury and radionuclides are in the sedi-
ment,"" Lemming said.

“The lake is an efficient sedimaent trap,”
Lemming continued, *'1t's there in the deep
sediment, and that's what we have to jook at
now in terms of cleanup. We know it's (the
water) better, but we want 10 go in and
finalize the studies and reduce the uncer-

tainty and come back to you with a firm

assurance,"” added Lemming,

Gary Meyers, director of Tennesses's
Wildlife Resource Agency, agreed saying,
"*One thing that has focused the apatilght on
Watts Bar and DOE s that DOE is now com-
plying with a federal pracess, a corrective
process, for cleanup, which dictates a
releass of information and press releases.
But in these news releases and data DOE
has reieased to dats, there is no new infor-
mation. All of these (data) have been on the
street some five and 10 yoars.”

The resort owners attending the meeting
were disturbed over a Tennesses Wildlife
Resource Agency pamphlet stating “Watts
Bar Reservoir — No consumption of catfish,
striped bass, striped bass/hybrids. Limit
consumption of large-mouth bass, white
baes, sauger, carp and buffalo to no more
than 1.2 pounds per nonth."

State Rep. Shirley Duer of Crossville,
whoae 23th District includes Rhea County,
said that the wording of the pamphiet had
“‘done a grest disservice to all of the reser-
voirs."”

‘“The manner tn which it was done tword-
ed) caused great alarm.”” Duer said,

“‘W Izg L 230 I
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Hayden Evans

‘Watts Bar did not
suddenly become
contaminated
overnight, The
contamination is no
more than in other
lakes . . ., .’

' Rep. Shirley Duer

“I don't think that we can do anvthing (o
salvage this tourist season."" said Duer. *')
think it's tragic. The contamination hasn't
changed in 20 years. What's there has heen
th.re."

‘“The only change has been our reporting
of it. Watts Bar did not suddenly hecome
contaminated overnight. The contamination
is no more than in other lakes in other
areas," said Duer.

Duer said that as far as “water activities
0. there is no risk. The only risk is prolong-
ed consumption of fish that either feed off
the bottom or are contaminated by the food
¢hain.”

-<*»

The Department of Fnergy has announced
the initiation of a major five.voar resonrch
program at the Oak Ridge Y-12 plant {0
reduce by 80 percent the amount of uranium
waste generated In government metal
manufacturing installations. The Y-12 plant

Rep. Duer ‘blastS’ lake re
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will aRs a focal point In demonstrating
how uranium fvaste can be reduced through
new methods §f metal purification, shaping
and reoycling.

The new prdgram ix a kev milestone in
Energy Secrefary Waiking' environments)
Restoration afd Waste Management Five-
Year Plan, D(IE's biueprint for cleaning up
its facilities. The research obtained from the
program will Je shared with other uranium
processing fadlities owned by the govern-
nment and pr!v'w industry.

ap

ans emploved by Science Ap-
national Corp. in Oak Ridge
will have a nefv office building in which to
work by next ummer, Ground war broken
June 29 for a three-story, 82.000-square-fool
office building for SAIC's reglanal head.
quarters. SA1Q reports that several people
from Roane Cunty are emploveed by the
San Diego, Cajif.-based company with $1
billion in annudl sales.

SAIC openedlits Oak Ridge office in 1975
with a handfuljof ungineers, and the office
har now grownjto niore than 300 enipios oes
and an anticipfled revenue in 1980 of more
than $88 million.

"“Since 1985, the Oak Ridge olfice of SAIC
has grown apprdximately 20 percent annual-
ly in both staff nd sales,” Gerry Ulrikgon,
group senior vide-president, said. © Develop-
ment of the Oak Ridge caomplex offers tan
distinet advanigges. The most immediate 15
that it will allowdus to consolidate most of the
SAIC divisiona} now housed in separate
facilities into a pentral location."
gor view. it will allow us ta
to ‘other high-tech con:.
panies and consgitanig. encouraging the sort
of information §nd technology trangfer ior
which the (bak Ridge technical community is
alrengdy noted, ' kaid Uirikson.

The 32-acre sige on which the building wili
be located is being developed with the
Cowperwood Co} of New York City and will
eventually inclufle {our separate buiidinus
cluxtered arourdl a pond surraunded by
watking (railz. fThe site is bordered h
Emory Vallev. Lafavelte. Laboratory and
Bux Terminal foads. Cowperwood hroke
ground for ase 1. a faur-story,
160.000-square-tobt  building earber in 1he
month, The now BALC building 1s the tipst of
two buildingg plunned ag the company s
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ROANE COUNTY NEWS

What about Watts Bar?

7/6/90 Fage 1-A

Property owners ‘not too worried’

EDITOR'S NOTE: This Is the
second in a series of articles about
Watts Bar Laks. Boécauss of the
extremna importance of the subject
to the economy of this area, and to
the people who live and work and
piay near it every day, the News
edilorial staff hopes to De able to
provide answers to the many
questions left in the wake of recent
‘negative’ publicity about the ixke.
We welcome your letters,
suggestions and aomments.,

By CYNTHIA GARRETT
Rockwood Fdltor I

ROCKWOOD -~ Recent publicity
about the possibilily of contamina-
tion in Watis Bar Lake has made
resort owners more awars of alleged
hazards, but they don't seem con.
cerned about the affect it's having
on their business or their heaith.

Brothers Ancil and Elzo Newport,
owners of the now-closed Newport
Resort just nver the Roane County
line in Rhea County, are not con-
cerned in the least about Jake con.
tamination in their saction of Watts
Bar.

Anell Newport said, “{ think we
have less contaniination here in
White's Craek than anvwhere on the
lake. We're two-and-a-haif miles to
the river, and there are nine fresh.
water streams that come in. That
makes White's Creek embayment
contanmination free."

Elzo Newport agreed with his
brother, saving, “I'm not worried
aboul contamination. The reports
thev've given for 15 vears have said
lhere ix little (contamination’ in the
river, but it's in the deep sedinient.”

Both Ancil and Elzo said they eat
the fish out of Watts Bar and will
continue (o do so.

" oat ali | can get,"” Elzo said. ad.
ding, “I've got 'em in my freezer

now and | eat them at least twice a
week. ! don't have anv hegith pro.
blems."”

‘I’m sure there's
some
contamination,
but it’s well
within the
acceptable
guldelines, All
our boatowners
are using the
lake as much as
ever,’

Betty Wallace, owner
Caney Creek Marina

Fred Zeller, owner of Eden on the
Lake in Spring Citv, thinks the
threat of possible contamination has
affected his business sonewhat, but
he's not sure how much.

‘Business is ahead right now, but
possibly for other reasons. [ think
there has been a negative affect
related to fishing, That part of the
buginess ix off some but 1'm not aure
how much can be attributed to that
t1ake contamiinationt."

Zaller thinks the most likely areas
to be affected by ail the recent
publicity are fishing and tourism.

Although he is concerned about

the environment, Z@ler said he
doesn't fee) differenily about the
lake than he ever haag ‘'l dan't fish,
bul | do eat the fish. And | acciden.
{ally get in the lake wifen I fati in go-
ing after tools or drillspor xomething.
1 have five grandchiligren thal were
here Iasl year and tRev'll be here
this year, {00, :

“Unless you ate {ish four times 4
day and ate the skinjon the firh, |
don't think it would b¢ & problem.”

Zeller thinks mwuch ¢f the problem
can be atiributed (o the media. "1
think the niedia lcofs for sensa.
tionailsni because that makes better
headlines, !f print s IfRAt. thev pick
up on sontething to gt attention. |
think the water is cleafjer than it wak
{ive vears ago." :

Publicity has creatgd an intereat
and growing concernj from people
who {requent Zellef's camping.
boating and swimming resort, [ get
questions on |t thad need to be
answered. I indicatega concern on
the part of thal peraod. 1 get phone
calls some, (o0, Theyv'l] say, ‘Tell me
about the fishing.' "

Zeller fesls the good;ftow of water
in and out of Eden, idhated about a
quarter-mile off the giain channel,
han & clsansing effect :

His wife Phvilis Z@lier f{eels the
same way. I know pdpple did some
things wrong in the ppsl. But mer.
cury ia hesvy. [t's ndt going o do
anything. There's no fradioactivity.
1t's buried 3 fcet undep.

1t has a certain KHd to it and it's
ginmost dead now. (R been down
there since the '40s 4r 'S08. 1U's a
ghame that thev've jaed thal lo
scare people. The ofly thing lhe
watler has in it |18 PCB®@ All lokes are
coping with that now, §eientints stiil
aren't sure.” H

Plense see Lake, l*go 2-A
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Rep. Duer ‘blasts’ lake reports

The quality of the water in Watts Bar Lake
is better than ever now, according to Eari
Lemming, project coordinator for the
Department of Energy, who spoke to more
than 200 people gathered at a meeting of the
state’s House Conservation and Environ-
ment Committee at Watts Bar Resort in
Rhea County on June 26. The audience was
composed of resort owners, area residents
and over 25 high-level officials from various
departments of Tennessee state govern-
ment. House Conservation and Environment
Committee Chairmn [.V. Hills Jr. presided
at the meeting. .

‘‘Watts Bar is tremendously
improved . . . but that does not niean that
everything has gone away. We do have a
legacy. Polychlorinated biphenyis (PCB),
mercury and radionuclides are in the sedi-
ment,” Lemming said.

‘“The lake is an efficient sediment trap,”
Lemming continued. “It's there in the deep
sediment, and that’s what we have to look at
now in terms of cleanup. We know it's (the
water) better, but we want to go in and
finalize the studies and reduce the uncer-
tainty and come back to you with a firm
assurance,' added Lemming.

Gary Meyers, director of Tennessee's
Wildlife Resource Agency, agreed saving.
"*One thing that has focused the spotlight on
Watts Bar and DOE is that DOE is now com-
plying with a federal process, a corrective
process, for cleanup, which dictates a
release of information and press releases.
But in these news releases and data DOE
has released to date, there is no new infor-
mation. All of these (data) have been on the
street some five and 10 years.”

The resort owners attending the meeting
were disturbed over a Tennessee Wildlife
Resource Agency pamiphlet stating “*Watts
Bar Reservoir — No consumption of catfish.
striped bass, striped bass/hybrids. Limit
consumption of large-mouth bass. white
bass, sauger, carp and buffalo to no more
than 1.2 pounds per month.”

State Rep. Shirley Duer of Crossville.
whose 25th District includes Rhea County,
said that the wording of the pamphiet had

‘done a great disservice to ail of the reser-
voirs. "

"“The manner in which it was done (word-
ed) caused great alarm.'’ Duer said.

Over
the
Ridge

by
Hayden Evans

‘Watts Bar did not
suddenly become
contaminated
overnight. The
contamination is no
more than in other
lakes . . . .’

Rep. Shirley Duer

!
|
i
i
i

I don’t think that we can do anvthing to
saivage this tourist season.'” said Duer. |
think it's tragic. The contamination hasn't
changed in 20 vears. What's there has heen
there.”

*“The only change has been our reporting
of it. Watts Bar did not suddenlv hecome
contaminated overnight. The cantamination
IS no more than in other lakes in other
areas.’' said Duer.

Duer said that as far as "‘water activities
g0, there is no risk. The only risk is prolong-
ed consumption of fish that either feed oft
the bottom or are contaminated bv the food
chain.”

- >

The Departnient of Fnergy has announced
the initiation of a major five-vear research
program at the Oak Ridge Y-12 plant to
reduce by 80 percent the amount of uramum
waste generated in governnient metal
manufacturing installations. The Y-12 plant

will act as a focal point in demonstrating
how uranium waste can be reduced throug!
new methods of metal purification. shaping
and recycting.

The new program is a kev nuiestone i
Energy Secretarv Watkins' environmenta
Restoration and Waste Management Five
Year Plan. DOE's blueprint for cleaning ug
ils facilities. The research obtained from the
program will he shared with other uraniun:
processing facilities owned by the govern
ment and private industry.

<>

Roane Countians emploved by Science Ap
plications International Corp. in Oak Ridge
will have a new office building in which t«
work by next summer. Ground was broker
June 29 for a three-story. 82.000-square-foo
office bhuilding for SAIC's regional head.
quarters. SAIC reports that several peopie
from Roane County are emploveed bv the
San Diego, Calif.-based company with S
billion in annual sales.

SAIC opened its Oak Ridge office in 1477
with a handful of engineers. and the oftice
has now grown to more than 300 emiploy ees
and an anticipated revenue 1n 1990 of nior
than $68 million.

~Since 1985, the Oak Ridge oihice of SAIC

- has grown approximately 20 percent annual.

Iv 1n both'staff and sales.” Gerry Ulrikson
Lroup senor vice-president, sad CDevelop.
nient of the Oak Ridge comiplex olters tar
distinet advantages. The most imnmiediate i
that it will allow us to consolidate most of the
SAIC divisions now housed 1n separate
facilities into a central location.”

“But. in the longer view, 1t will allow us tr
be lacated close to other high-tech ¢nmi.
pianes and consuitants. encouraging the ~ !
of information and technology transter
which the OQuk Ridge technical communit, -~
alreadyv noted,”” said Ulrikson

The 32-acre site on which the buiiding will
he located is bheing deveioped with the
Cowperwood Co. of New Yark Citv and will
eventuailv inciude four separate buildings
clustered around a pond surrounded b
walking trails. The site is hordered b
Emory Vallev. Lafavette, lLaboratory and
Bus Terminal roads. Cowperwood broke

ground for Phase 1. a four-story
teiLoto-square-toot wdding earbier i the
month. The new SATC butiding s the first o
two huildings planned as the company ~

regional headquarters.
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Watts Bar issues: Unfouhded fears, co

I've just attended the public

meeu at Spring City, As you will

this and:the next col-
umn. I have reached somewhat dif-
ferent conclusions about the cone
tamination of the Watts Bar Laks,
and the needs for fiiture action.

But first, I must report to you
how competendy, calmly and
carefully the Department of
Energy-Mmia Marietla Enorgy
Systems-Oak Ridge National Lab-
oratory team made its presentations
and handied the questions, I hoard
many appreciative comments
among the audience. Overall, the
meeting sesmed to be better struc.
tured and received than the first one
at Harriman.

Let's first discuss the reported
radioactvity in the lake. Rogardless
of facts or figures, radiation seems
1o scare peopi¢ more than the
polychiorinated biphenyls or the
mercury, With all the media hype,
most le still don't have any
idea just how **hot’* the bottoms of
Watts Bar Lake really are. |

Scolat'stryto :vold fancy defini.
tions and'Gnits, (And if you are one
of those funny people who have
been asking us shore dwellers
whether we glow at night, I would
like you to pay particular atiention.)

Most of the radioactive suff
(cesium) seems to be layered about
a yard under tho mud surfacs, along
the center channels of the Clinch
River abovs Kingston, and of the
Tenncsses River below. (Less has
boen found at Kingston itself.)

Now lot's suppose you trained
yourself as a champlon diver,
bought the needed special squip-
ment, got to the bottom of the
channel, dug dosp toin.
clude that **hat'* layer, brought all
that up, and somehow built yourseif
a self-supporting, full-size mud
statue. And then you hugged that
statue just as passionately and fong
as you would your human partner,
(Please don't azk me why,)

Believe it of n0t == the radiation
dose that you would recsive would
be only about one-twentieth of the
dose you would get from a similar
hug with your regular partneri
(Yes, with nature’s compliments,
our bodies have always contained
traces of radioactive sium-<40,
And, lo and behold, tracos far
outweigh the traces of rs-

. Hurdles and
: Horsesense

dionruclides in the mud!)

[ hope this form of the answer
may pmvide some additonal un-
derstanding ing direct contact
with the mud. 's why 1 asked
somée friends at ORNL t0 maka this
rough, back-of-the-snv com-
parison, It is bound to be checked
now, and I'll certainly tsll you if it
needs to be modified in any way,
(Of course, if you decided to EAT
the mud, we'd have to make
another calculation) So let us know
beWe mpm“‘)n into the challen

¢ are g into go
of effective communications be-
tween experts, policy makers and
the public, So let me touch on
another ‘Eotenuu misundorstanding

o8¢ groups.

Most professionals, including
scientists and analysts, have been
wained 1o be *‘conservative.’’ Thus,
especially in mausrs of safety or
the environment, they are likely 1o
make ‘‘worst-case’ - assumptions.
In the meeting, as they displayed
thelr various risk estimates, the
speakers certainly emphasized this
point, Yot me thoush it might have
been music 1o the ears of an anti«

nuke = [ balieve ils significance
was largely missed by the media
and the public,

Most of you will probably agree
that our whole society is now M-
ing an enormous aray of m
problems or challengos = wi ich
are usually beset with great uncee-
taintles, very expensive solutions
and deflnitely limitsd resources.

There are the many needs of

untended or mistreated children and

adults, of aducation, of acquired
immune deficiency syndrome and
other diseases, of crack, sex and
crime, of bables having bablu. of
gang warfare and decay mag cltm.
and of bulging prisons

ment centors, Even within the en-
vironmental category itself, we face
the challenges of global warming
(greenhouse effect), of acid rain, of
ozone depistion, of deforestation
and dessn spread, ¢tc, :

ervatism

naive claims of eloh alngle-iuua
advocate, we abviously won't be
able to just ‘‘sgend’’ our way out of
this long-negiddted mesn, However,

it will still becgmae increasingly
important 10 allocats our always.
limitod resourcps, capeciaily skilled
people and By, among the most
pressing noedsis objectively as
possible.

If we can aggee on that, I would
claim that oxtrg doses of ‘‘conser-

biases would by seriously misplac-

ed if they wergio umuuocmm
overspend or 1 d precious
TOSOUrces on & ulu.mm. orif
they otherwisadnhibited the
strength and effectiveness of our
answers! ‘ »

Alrcady, ney, stiff logal
(**Superfund''} réquirements have
been imposed,nd there are reports
of billlons of dpllars to bo ¢

. pro%'emng. But
8 tiny, but very po-
tent, group of stl-nukes have
always been parfoctly predictable.

timely (really ‘}pre
effective publiq information, there
will be much nfore cosudy confusion
and damage!
lbeueveme ime has coms for

supporta series of
workshops intensive role.
gl:yin , otc. THe objective would
08 n ofir wits and effec.
tivencss with tUje media and the
blic ~= and db 50 while maintain.
g our intagrity and credibility.
Why not @y gome local stabs in
that direction? B
dience obvio
Toth's infg

relof him!

next Sundayi

John Shacter
Associntes in

wnerof J8
geton,
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Watts Bar water

[T AL

determined safe
for consumption

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the third
it & series of articles about Watts
Bar Lake. Becauss of the extreme
importance of the subject lo the
economy of the area and to the peo-
ple who live, work and piay near the
lake everyday, the editorial staft of
the News hopes to be able to provide
answers to the many quoations left
in the wake of recent publicity.
Readers' letters, suggestions and
comments are welcome.

By CHERYL DUNCAN
Harriman Editor

Water, water everywhere,
norany drop to drink
' From ‘“Rhyme of the
Ancient Mariner"

ROANE COUNTY - Despite re-
cont reports of contaminants in
Watts Bar Lake, local and state of-
ficials have declared that the drink-
ing water supply in Roane County 1a
safe and does not appear to be af-

_ fected by:the substances,
Studies iridleating the presence of

mercury, PCBs and Cesium 137 in-

Watts Bar have been the cause for
alarm from some groupa in Roane
County.

Hy L .
6. na v Bimae

The water system in Harriman is ©
virtually withdrawn {rom the pro- .

bjems, since the primary water sup-
ply is from the Emory River, said

Henry Grigsby, manager of the Har- -
riman Utllity Board. Flowing from :

the: Cumbsriand Plateau into Har- -
riman, the Emory River is a
tributary of Watts Bar.

“During low-flow periods. like this -
time of the year, some of the Clinch *
River water could make it up to the ¢
intake of our plant.":Grigsby said. :
“However, Harrimanis water supp-:
ly.would be lees likely to be affected .
by those slements.” o

‘8ince the Intake of the:
Cumberisnd Utllity District is from.
the Little: Emory embayment. that;
water supply wouid also be virtually!
unaffécted, Grigsby said.

Concern has been prevaient about{
the water supplies of Kingston and:
Rockwood, which border the lake.:
Although water department officials)
in those citles understand the fear.:
they adamantly deny any probiems;
with the water supply.

“Everything is below standarde
that's been tested for,” ‘vaid Les
Skidmore, water plant operator in

Plesse ses Water, Pages |

!
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. Watts Bar— T

boats are booked practically every
weeskend. [ projected a 20 percent in.
crease in business from last year,
and at this time [ have had a 12 per-
cent increase,” said Steidle.

“This thing about the iake is not
something that has just happened
overnight. [ fesl that it hes mlly
been biown out -of proportion: the
lake is no different now than it was
18 years ago," added Steidle.

Steidle went on to say that the
fishermen at Blue Springs had ex-
perjanced the best fishing they have
had in the past four years. *One par-
ticular boat brought in 298 striped
bass one night,” said Steidle,

Tournament fishing is a big
business on Watts Bar, and many of
the tournaments start at Kingston
City Park. One such tournament, the
Wikicat Bass Tournament, is held
each Thursday.

Claude Prater, co-director of the
tournament, lives on the lake and
fishes at least five to six times a
week, Prater, like some of the
marina owners, believes the publici.
ty has basically resulted in fewer
visitors coming in to fish on the lake,

© “It hasn't hurt our tournament at

all. We have found vory few fish with-

bad places, and those we have found
could have gotten the sores because
someone had caught the fish before
and mishandled it, taking away
some of the protective covering the
fish naturally has, causing sores to
occur,' said Prater,

Moat of the fishermen at the tour.
nhament consider Watts Bar to be the
cleanest water around. In many of
their opinions, Watts Bar is the best
lake in Tennceses to fish.. A

‘keep fishing, while

Watts Bar is that are just now
becoming concesned about
something that has bden happening
for & number of yeafs. They, liké
anyone, are concer about the
condition of ocur lakp but, unitke
many others, do fot consider
themselves or thelr}uolnm in
any immediate dangef.

What about Watts Bar? The ma-
jority of fishermen {ay they will
majority of
boaters will keep o) skiing and
boating. Sure they ale concerned,
but the ones we talkedjwith say they
do not see any immgediate danger
and will continue to usq the lake untll
it is posted and they 4re prevomod
from doing so,

The prevailing attitide of marina
owners and area f{ishermen about

A ANt S VAP 4 ol
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What about Watts Bar?

Local lake users say Watts Bar
‘better than ever’

-1
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July 11, 19

By TONY CLOWER

Interim Sperts Coordinater

ROANE COUNTY «~ The recent
publicity about the environmental
condition of Watts Bar has raised
many questions about the status of
the lake that has become an
economic and recreationai asset to
our county.

What do the fishermen and
boaters of our county think about the
condition of the lake? Have the
marina owners in-Roane County ox-
perienced any economic [oss
because of negative publicity?
Thase are people:who use and e
the iake every day and. as in all
cases, each has his or her own and
different opinion.

When ons drives by the Kingston
City Park, one should be able to tel}
by a glance that the fishing. at least
in this iImmediate ares. has never
been better. According to Tony
Tonachlo, Kingston Parks and
Recreation director. there have
been 50 fishing tournaments working
out of the park in the last six montha,
and there is no indication of
anything siowing them down.

“‘We have had an excetlent
Tresponse 1o the situation as {ar as
our tournaments go.” ssid Doug
Plemons, guidance counselor at
RCHS and (ishing tournament direc-
tor. “The bass ation in Watls
-Bar is excellent. The catches in this
“year's tournaments have been really
good.

. “As {sr as | can tell, thers is
nothing in Watts Bar that is
-affocting the baws population,”
-added Plemons. "I seems that if the
pollutants were heavy, we wouid be
finding poor-looking fish, but | have
yet to catoh any. | just can't
remembnr whon the frohine ia Whtte

“‘As far as I can tell, there's nothing in

' Watts Bar affecting the bass population.

It seems If the pollutants were heavy, we
would be finding poorlooking fish, but I

have yet to catch any.’

Bar has been better,” Plomons con-
cluded.

“The negative publicity about the
lake has definitely affected fish
sales from the {ake,” sald Boyd
Woody. Midway High principal and
longtime (isherman. “Butl I take
these fish 1 catch to homecomings
and reunions. and the bad publicity
about the iake sure doesn't cut down
the congumption af the fixh," added

Woody. *'In my opinion, the-lake is
cleaner now than it was |0 years
ago.”

*Rumors ahout the lake, which
are justified by the Department of
Energy, have drasticaily reduced
the usagte of the lake." said Bill
Holladay, officer with the Tennessee
Wildlife and Resources Agency.

According ta Hoiladay, the
negative publicity ahout the inke has

Doug Plemons

. Holladay.

.
PO

not  been eno
establishments on
business. hut it has
cause 8 definite cu
activities, “We are
calls from local
lake is safe for rec
the number of outsy,
the lake has dec

R o put
Iake out of

Many of the key bu)inesses aiong -
Watts Bar Lake are th® marinagsnd -
campgrounds. Opinigpa of marina
and campground owngrs vary on the .
offects of possible CO;’:II‘MMMI in
the iake,

""The publicity has efinitely hurt
my business. sawd J{dy Hailiday,
owner of the KOA Cargpground just
off River Road. “T km normally |
booked up with reservations for the
July Fourth week. and {his year [ did -
nat have near as niany peopie cail
for reservations.”’ add Halliday.

“Abaut 75 percent bf my local
business has not heen affocted. What
wa call transit or outdide business
has felt the most severd blow. Some -
may contribute this to §ad publielty
but § don't,” said LE. Browne,
owner of the Long islarfl Marina on
Paint Rock Ferry Roa :

“1 feel that the nefapapers in
Knoxvilie are the ones feally caus.

ing the problem. The{Waits Bar
Association niet and falked with
state and federal offcials who
{ssued an advisory aboft the iake,
not a wamning," added Srowne.
Larry Steidle. owner ¢ Blue Spr.
Ings Marina Inc. on Rivef Road. said
his business has vet to (fected by
publicity sbout contamidants in the
iske. “We have had a 1§t of phone
calls from people in sutfving areas
asking questions. but m

Plenes aor Wntty Rar Phoe 1A
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Rockwood.

" Kingston City Manager Pets
Lamon said his city's water supply
Is under the same circumstances.

" “The water we take in doesn't
have any contaminants we aren't
able to treat,”” he said. Like Har.
riman, Lamon noted, “Our intake

~ shouldn't be affected by Watls Bar
uniess you have a backup."

Kingston's source of drinking
water is from the area of the Ten-
nesses River just upstream from the
Clinch River. The water supply in

- Rockwood is the King Creek embay-
ment.

- “Most of the water we treat is
from the spring," Skidmore said.
."V:re don’t get it from the main chan-
n' ."

" Woody Smith, an environmental
engineer in the Water Supply Divi.
slon of the state Department of
Health and Environment, confirmed
that the three municipal water
systems in the county have met al}
state requirements,

“None of the systems have any
violations,”" he aaid.

The contaminants pose little
threat ¢t any of Roane County's
water supply, Smith said. Each
system is chemically monitored on a
regular basis so that any trace of
questionable substances is detectsd.

The only time those contaminants
could become & danger in the waier
supply, according to Smith, would be
in the event of a spiil upstream.

SERRERER - ..o

Smith said that all municipal
water systems in the state under-
went a radionuclides test in 1988. At
that time, none of the systems wers
in violation of state standards for
radioactive contaminants,

"It hasn't shown itself to be a pro-
blem," Smith said,

The next radionuclides test for
municipal water systems is planned
for 1093,

Drinking water from the county's
wells is directly unaffected by
substances in Watls Bar, said Don
Rima. a geologist .with the state
Department of Health and Environ.
ment in Nashville.

"'Any Ceslum 137 that gets in a sur-
face stream Is not likely to get Into
the ground water in that part of Ten-
nessee," Rima said.

According to Rima, theres would be
reason for concern if wells were
drilled into course materials.
However, Roane County's estimated

1,880 wells are drilled into rook, he
said.

‘The water we take in dbesn’t
have any contaminants wg aren’t
able to treat.’

+

o Peﬁe Lamon

The same holds true for PCBs,
which Rima safd could not get into

underground sfrings through Iake
contamination, However, the man.
made chemicai can make their way
into ground watqr If they were allow.
ed to infiltrat€ through landfills,
sowage or sludgh pits, 1te added.

Mercury in Watts Bar would not
be & concern fof the ground water,
Rima explained} Since the element
is & naturaily ocqurring substance, jt
is entirely possible that it could get
into well watert independently, he

According to Rima, TVA collected
two dozen samges of water from
Tennessos weils (n 1975, One sample,
obtained from a:well at Watts Bar
Nuclear Plant fn Rhea County,
showed an amoust below state stan.
g:l‘dl. which 1 8 micrograms per

or.

"“There {sn't a:single determina-
tion (across the wtate) that is not
ab%vo the detergnined limit,"’ he
said. :

3
1

+
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Family enjoys VIsltlng, fishing at Watts Bar ‘

Bditor, The News-Sentinel:

All that we have heard and read are
the bad things about Watts Bar, and I am
siok of it,

My family and friends have been go-
ing to Bayside Marina and staying with
the Fisher family for the zm 8ix years
and love every mlnuu of §

1 live in West Knoxville, five minutes
from downtown and flve minutes from
Loudon. We choose to go to Watts Bar
becauses it is not full of trazh, and the wa-
ter is much clearer.

When we come homo, we always eat

3 o

the largemouth bass that we duught
thzre. and we haven't chungod lors
You e that are stitving u thu
stink — don't you do somgthing
gru likoﬂn & cure for cancer, st4p the
nk drivers from killing our familles.

Batter stif} the people th
bumingour'mmmm

If you want to have a good time,
to Watts Bar Lake. We wil! probal m

you there.
Chartie Thilent

- u o !

cstliaaas .
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What about Watts Bar? |

Swimming not so risky

By DEBBIE GIBSON
News Intern

ROANE COUNTY — Roane Coun-
tians can rest easier when consider-
ing a dip in Watts Bar Lake.

Swimming in the lake this sum-
mer has increased if not doubled this
year. In view of recent reports of
pollution and contamination, one
could expect the opposite.

Swimmers at Roane County Park,
Kingston City Park and the Caney
Creek informal swimming area alt
agree that they have concerns aboul
the lake, but those concerns appear
to be centered on fish consumption
rather than the effects of swimming
in the lake,

Water in Watis Bar lake i8.check-
ed yearly for fecal coliform
bacteria, which, according to Dr,
Tom Byrne, associate dean of the
Math, Natural -and Soctal Science
Dfvision at Roane State Community
College, *'if present in the water, in-
dicates that sewage treatment
plants are inadequately traating
human waate.”

The danger of high levels of this
organism in swimming areas {s that,
Byrne stales, “‘if large amounts of
lake water are swallowed, a gastro-

" intestinal upset can ococur.” A
famillar member of this group of
organisms is Salmonella.

Joe Fehring, environmentat
engineer with the Tennesseg Valley
Authority Water Quality. islon,
stales that watler at Roase County
Park, Riley Creek, the informai
swimming area at Caney Creek and
the Southwsest Point Park location
was tested over a twu-week period in
June,

TVA and the state Department of
Health and Environment worked
together to chooae testing sites, sam-
ple collection and test performance.
The main criteria used for deter-
mination of possible contamination
{s more than 200 colonies per culture
of fecal coliform bacteria. “The
highest bacterial count was {rom the
informa) swimming area at Caney

Please see Swimming, Page 3:A
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oA conservative scientists and

'Program managers like tO 8tress,
there is of course & *‘need for more
data — before remedial action can
be initiated’* at Wats Bar Lake.
And it is a rather safe prediction
that there will always be a nosd for
more data. Bxplorors are hardly
aver satisfied in that regard.

However, a3 I tried to point out
in Jast Sunday's column, an 6xcess
of concem or conservatism on any
one issue is not necessarily in
sociaty's interest. In this cass, there
had been hardly any
the public prioe to the reteases of
the *preliminary’’ and “lentative’’

+ conlamination reviews.

", For 100 many weeks, the public
stage had been surrondered 1o the
quits prediciable, cager foar-
mongers. Notwithstanding the
eventual public meetings, there stll
haven't been any succinct, clarie
fying statsments by respansible top
Department of Bnergy or Marun
Marisua Energy Systems officials.

Nor have the repeated implica-
tions helped that more unpleasant
news and drastic remediai options
(What? Dig up the muds of Wats
Bar? Do what with them, at what
cost?) may sull be ahead of us.

Qualifisd bottom-line expres-
sions like **no imminent, shont-
term dangers to the general public'’
don't help any, either! They merely
make the already suspicious reader
or listener wonder what unpleasant

facts are still being kept from him
~or her, He the impression that

 the people In the know are trying 0

_calm him down about his safety,

- today, but not necessarily lOMOToW

- or thereafier. So his concems ro-

- main, ‘

" Rashes of national magazine ar-

' ticies and innuendoes by cager

- regional news re| are conti-

' nuing, Those of ug who live on the

" 1ake still get frequent quastions and

i of concern about uses

- of the lake, from local psople a8

* well as tourists.

Many active or retired local
technologists are thus getting a bit
amused or tired about what scems
10 them to be gratuitous qualifica-
tions, They feel that it i3 not in the
public interest to allow or, in effect,
feed the continuation of concerns
for which thers is absolutely no
justification from the data at hand!

In this column and the next, I
shall &ry to summarize my impres.
sions from the reports, meetings
and follow-up discussions. And 1

P R DEPARTMENT

‘How urgent is t

araton of

bosting, water-skiing and swimm-
ing, Next, assuming that you are
not in the habit of sating the muds,
there could be serious health risks if
you drank 100 much of the lakse.
water == not justa rare swallow or
two, which any swimmer ot skier
would get. After all, most lakes
contain all sorts of infectious
bacteria (&.g., B. coll) from human
and animal wasies, along withall
Sm Of mul ‘molly m. mlo

oLc,

None of this s unique 10 Waits
Bar Laks, and not oven the most
axtreme anti-nukes have questioned
these rankings of risks.

According to some, but not nec-
ossarily a majority, of investigators
or regulators, the next most impor-
tant contaminants of many lakes in

" the industrialized world are what all

media like to refer Lo as *‘known
cancer-causing PCBs."’
Polychlorinated biphenyls have
boon used for many years in the
manufacture and . on of elec.
trical motors, transformers, £10.
And most experts seom (o agree
that past human (not just animal)
experiences = even with concon-
uations of PCBs much higher than
those in the lake muds or even in
bottom-feeding fish = do not
justify genoral adjoctives like
Enown Cancer-causing,’* aa faras
feopls are conoemmed. Inany case,
ts still a disputed issue,

It would be prudent, indesd, for
any of us to avoid routine con-
sumption of mass quantites of bot-
tom-eating fish (or, for that matéer,
any other single food ltam). And It
is well-known that preghant. women
or young children would be mors
sensitive (o such excesses than the
goneral public.

Note next that the radioactive
olements (mostly cesium-137) and

S74 9127  EEEGEGER P.08
¢ ’ ]
he ‘cleanup’ of Watt$ Bar Lake?
, m U ,t?;wtwo’:nl O‘O;kkidge
. releascy O mid- ,have
- Hurdles and since ben 50 widely distributad
- Horsesense along te river bottoms and 50
[, dohn — Sesbumen
, mud deposits ty
Shaoter they hale bean eliminsted as health
urge any involved investigators or " inlad Sunday's column, I led up
regi’eweymoenughm us, if they 10 my ivention of a new unit of
feel that any of these impressions contactiexposure to radioactivity.
are in orTor. You hals heard of BSP? This is the
Pirst of all, by fartho biggest BSH. Igis the “‘equivalent spouse
mortality and injury tsks at Wats  hus of the intensity of ex-
Bar Lake have nothing to do with posure fo which you are subjected
Osk Ridge ornuclearorotherine ~ Wh hug your favorits, but
dustrial activities, They result from dioactive, human partner.
acoidents due to fun activites like ised 10 have the figure

srg it is:
fordon Blaylock and John

Withetgpoon of Oak Ridgs Na-
tional fjaboratory have estimated
that yo would receive exposures

of anyyhere from 5 to 6 ESHs
down tD zero, if you built yourself a
siatue fom various diggings of
Watis Bar Lake and embraced it as
passiogatsly as you would your
favorith human partner. Generally,
Juld have W dive lower in

pnter streiches of the

rele need 10 be identified and
sharpiy curtailed or stopped.

Every@ne is already focusing on
that, There is an obvious drive on
mininfize wastes of all sorts, and ¢
impro¥e the safety and effec.

iivensls of old and new disposal
metholls, including incinesation.
Wastaitre t 68 and

men
indusifies are in & period of rapid
A, And the local émphasis i
alreadd placing the partnerships
among old and new Oak Ridge
contrebtors, the University of Ter
sssod and the Tennessee Valley
ty, in positions of leaders
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What about Watts Bar?
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Hopkins open about lake issue

By PAT HOPE

Editor

and HAYDEN EVANS

Oak Ridge Writer —

(Editor's Note: The (ollowing in.
tefview with Clyde Hopking, presi.
dent of Martin Marietts Energy
Sustems Juc. is the Inst in g series
called “What About Watly Bar,"
which deals with the controversy
surrounding conta mination of Watts
Rar Lake,)

OAK RIDGE — The NEWE: We're
trying very hard to present a clear

picture of what this contamination
deal is ail about,

Thus far, we've t{alked about
dredging, lake property, drinking
water and recreational use of the
lake and despite the fuct that many
experts from the Department of
Energy and Martin Marietta have
already addressed the subject, the
NEWS felt one vital link was missing
— hearing (rom Lhe top rnanage-
ment of each of those organizations,
top management such as yourseif
and Mr. l.a Grone. We fell peopie

CLYOE HOPKINS

would find i reaspuring to hear
about the lake in yofir own words.
CLYDE HOPKING: { think it's ex-
tremely importan} that .we in
Energy Systems apd the Depart-
ment of Energy stay in contact with
the community in t4rms of reguiar
communication andjno matter what
our difficultien, we heed to be open
and characterize tdem accurately
for the communitiewe all live in,
NEWS: On that (Jought it occurs
that in the 508 the (ak Ridge
facilities played part of the
‘hero" following Wrld War IT and
all, but now they socqm more cast in
the role of “‘scapeggat.’’ You were
hore in Lthe 508, weregou not? 1'd ke
for you to commenyl on how those
roles have become pversed,
HOPKINS: Yes, | vas. | was right
here in this piant (r¢m 1052 to 1970,
the first 18 years of Wy caresr were
spent here and | wa
start up of the nuel
business. | happenedjto be in the pro-
duction acheduling Ppusiness that's
what | was hired infhere to do, g0 |
was acutely aware ¢f the pressures
that were heing plced upon this
factlity to produce maximum pro-
ducts out of enrichdd uranium and
out of lithium to support the nuclear
weapons program afd get weapuns
in stockpile in a hurgy.
'l tell you this onganization was
Just totally commitlp
fast person 1o dolng  everything
possible Lo gel woapdns components
out of this plant nk fast as they
possibly could. 1 think it's fair to say
I worked many nights every week
changing schedules gp the recipients
of aur products wolld know what
they coulgt expect agt of this plant
hecause every day ydu'd run intodif-
ferent probloms, x$cxpnelod pro-
hlemis, and the part: coming out of

Please see Hopk

. PageT

.
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Hopldas . . .

the cascades, the lithium cascades
here, that had besn forecast was
changing {rom day 0 day, and as a
consequence of that we ended up
vecalculating schedules on & day to
day basis to tell the department of
defense what was coming in the way
of nuclear weapons. 50 the pressure
was roally on. Obviousiy, we were
trying to defend the country.
Kverybody was all in favor of that
then when the world situation re-
quired it.

NEWS: Did we know much about
envirenment back then?

HOPKINR: | naver heard
anvthing about impacts on snviron.
ment. We were silting here on a
56,000 acre reservation and [ don‘t
think peopie were all that concerned
about matsriai like mercury getting
off the reaervation. [ don't think it
was in people’'s minds, their concern
was getling lithium processed, using
this mercury and getting il into
weapons components to defond the
country.

f think the peaple in this country
have feit a sense of patriotism
bacause of their ability to contribute
m this arena that probably no other
industry in the country has ever felt
hejore. Now the world conditions
have changed, rince the 50% and 60s.
and as world conditions chunge ob.
viousty people’s views change about
evervihing.

The ather thing that's happenerd.
ot course, with the nuclear power in.
dusiry coming into being and having
A lot of peaple question the safoty of
nuclear power ind thist hus reflocted
on anyihing nuclear that's going on
in s country. So, it's unfoMunate
things have laken this turn, nevers
thelese, thul's what's huppened.

NEWS: Taik a minute about the
feelings of the people who work here
1oy,

HOPKINS: Today, as compared to
then?

NEWS: Yes, do they still feel -

patriotic?

HOPKINS: Yos, there's stll a
signiticant sense of that here but, of
course, a lot of people from back in
that era have retired. There's not
many of us lgit. In another five years
there’'ll be essenlially none of us who
were in the midst of that, 8o the new
people coming in can't gul the feal.
ing we had to the extent that we had
it back then.

1 do think that people who come to
work 1o Oak Ridge — total — have
one good feeting about coming to
work here and thal is that we're in
three different businesses and if
they happen to come to wWork in a
seapons f{abrication plant and
ideeacte, and 1'm tatking protossional
peopie now. and decide they'd rather
cast thotr lets - her working
ciareers — in ROMCE other area, than
we make it posgible for peopie to
move 1o enrichment or 10 the lab or
Lo whatever.

I think there's still a sense of ac.

© complisthment here musocialed with

the fact that every suclear weapon
in aur country's stockpile has some
comiponent made in this piant. [
think peopio {cel gond about that hut
when the medin pounds you all the
time about being in the nuclear
business and the long range impact
on the environment and the health
and salety of the people assoclated
with this business, then I think
uitimately it has to lake its Loll.

NEWR: Certainiy that seams to
have hocn happening lately.

JOPKINS: But, 1 can’l hlame
tham. Young peaple do ask us g 1ot of
guestions ahout the future of this
business and 1'd be doing the same
thing if ! was starting out and saw
the snvironment weo're working in
and saw {he anti-nuclear sentiment
in this country. | might have some
hesilatian about deciding to have iny
career expanded here, | really think
1 might.

NEWS: In your opinion is the
Clinch River and Watls Bar con.
taminated? Is the water bad and
what would you ssy to paople who
w:m to use thal water? Do you use

it

HOPKINS: Well, let me start off
by saying as strongly as | can,
something about the competence of
the peopie we have here at the Oak
Ridge National Laboratory, 1 think
when you put the Environmenta)
Sciences Division, the Health and
Safety Division and the Biological
Divizion at the L.ab together you've
probably got the greatest cofiection
9( scientific talent to deal with these
issues that we're dosling with that |
know of anywhere in the country and
probably anywhers in the world.
. 80, our sclentifie folks have groat
talent and one thing you have to
know about a scientist is. that he
stakes his career, his life eagentiai.
Iy, on his research and his datas. A
scieniist stands by that data under
the scrutiny of management and
cortainly under the scrutiny of his or
her peers. Psople express concern
about the validity of data, but ! think
the average porson docsn't realize
the commitment the scientist has to
his or her data.

{ think ta begtn with then we have
lo feel very good as & company and
8s Oak Ridge Operations of DOE
that we have this tajent here to deai
;vnb the issues we're doaling with {o-

ay.

NEWS!: So the reports we reesived
were accurate?

HOPKINS: Yes, | have abgolute
total confidence that these peopie
have given it their absolute best and
they are ns good as thoy are
anywhere in the world and the dats
we've gotien is as gaod as anyhory
can calculate based on todav s
knowladge and technolugy.

NEWS: Do you personaily use the
water (in Watts Bar)?

HOPKINS: | don't awim. | mn't
swim anywhere, not even in &

but [ do eal fish out of there §oca-
sionaily. | don't fish myself But |
know people who do and when

bring me f{ish I'm delighted (S
them. ! would have no pro
swimming there if I had the tirhe to
do that.

ing?
HOPKINS: | think the less d¢

going on and you may know
than | about the dredging busige:
but as | undersiand it there's a

porary hait to any kind of dred

disoussions are over amongj the
agencies involved. TVA, the Cé&

eithar going on or pian to ooct
ourisgisiators in Washington

a8 an the state level. I think th
a (emporary hait to any i
dredging until all those take
and until an sgresment can bo p

guidelines are. So, | think it
right thing to do to stop it tempe
ly

assessment/ciean up mode? How
much longer will the assesament
take?

several years, Bul one of the ti
you have to realize 13 the seas
impact on the reservoir and ord

river associated with the diff:

in rainfall and temperatures, What
you need is a long period of ting to
ansess the sitiation 8o you can b as

sure as you possibly can that yog've
come 10 the right conclusion-on frov
10 remedy the situation. 1 t's
fair to sy, no, [ know it's (air, fhat
a8 far as assessment, I feel v}
comfortable that it's going te tdke
several more years 10 do that.
Based on all the data we have thus
[ar we don’L feel like we're doing §ny

great damage to the environment or
afleoting the heaith of any of the rieo-
pie who live and work here so jwe
ought to take the time to do the tp
asseasmont job we can do and tfe
come up with the sppropriate alr-
native for dealing with the findinks.
Otherwise, we throw money
situation and often it’s wasted. N¢
if we ware getting readings that
we've got a real heaith problem
1 think you'd puil all atops and yo
%o spend whatever money il took
a short term basis to try and remef
the situation, but when you're in §
position that [ believe we're in rt
now, [ think we're doing the rij
thing. It will take ssvaral years to
thoss assessments.
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" NEWSt-Andihe oft-site part of
that will take ionger?

HOPKINGS: :8ure, but the
asssssments have: besn going on
since the 408 abayst what's happening
out there, but g} to the degres they
are now. The Liboratory has been
interoated ince the 40e about what it
was discharging pnd in1988 when we
decided to comptie-ail the data that
had been ovdr the years
angociated with radioactive

_dischargss fromithe-Lab, we found
the firet report, | think It was dated
1969, with data ingt, s0 this (s not new
intereat in & probiem, it's an interest
that the Laborafory hes had for a
long, long Ume,

NEWS: Would! you comment on
the legal aspectaiof: the visits of the
tiger team? .

HOPKINS: Wall, there's a process
that's golng dn that's cailed
“rulemaking™ Uit deals with the
liability contractors sasums for
operating tese piaces. Rulemaking
deals primarily with what's happen-
ing inside the plgnt and what hap-
pens in the wayiof incidents that
might impact offdite folks. Now. as
our current conttdot exists with the
DOE we are totaily indemnified as
the contractor h‘u:mv-imu that
might go wrong I titls plant that of-
foct people .well as any eof-
fect that might ocdur on the outside.
The intent of ruletaking is to place
more liability on the-coniractor and
not have the ially reim-
bursed for ol ‘through (ines
and penaities as will a3 ariminal ac-
tion. Rulemsking! has been com:
mented on by sl tife contractors and
it's my understa thaet & second
version of (he ing, having
taken into consi tion the com.
ments on the first version, will be
coming out sometime this fall and
then we will be dllowed again to
comment on the vo:i.o;::
rulemaking, perhape in-a
seiting with thes Department of
Energy, and then althird version will
coms out which thay be the resi
thing. :

Until the real linbilities are defin-
od It's hard 10 say what we ag the

contractor can up deciding »s
we continue: The we'te very
A e e
Actis WO AR Anagery
place, the tap. -willfully -and
knowingly do- Aliat im»
pacts the environeatand the peor
pie here, then ve - liable for
criminal . There's ne
question i

NEWS: How that affect
Union Carbide {t was the con.
tractor when'mont b! this contamina.
tion we've telking about ocoured?
Would it shate thediability?

HOPKINS: No, o, back to the
current contragt agreament.
Whatever liability we inour or
whatever cost weincur assoctated
with the operation§ here; undee the
Carbide contract ¢s well as under
the Martin con
DOE would ret all those
costs today. Carbidh would not incur

any financiaf. loas bocause of its

work here. .
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NEWS: How does Oak Ridge com-
pare to other DOR facilitles® Is it
safer? ‘

HOPKINS: If you look at safety
records and compare us (o other
DOE facilities I think it's fair to say
until this year we havo had the se-
cond best record in DOE, historical-
ly. Dupont/8avannah River has
always besen the ieader in terms of
safety records. They wers always
the peopls we were atriving to catch
up to. Let me put that in perspective
for you. We measurs our industrial
safety in terms of lost work day
cases which means a person has to
be off from work for an injury or il.
Iness of some kind. Traditionally, in
the four sites our lost work days
would run tn the range of $-10. Du.
pont's would run in the range of 15.
Now, if you look at other DOE
fucmunu you wil) gn?on:h:m
significantly greater in the
than our ox;omnco has besn. In the
last year, however, our safety
record has been embarrassing
because of the number of loat work
day cases we've had, This calendar
year we've had about 30 lost days.
Change in the regulations regarding
work day ciassification may account
for part of it.

I want 10 be honest and say our
performance has been worse than it
has in the history of this company.

:IEWB: What do you attribute that
to'

HOPKINS: [ wish we Knew the
answer (0 that but one of the reasons
s the intense prestures we put peo-
ple under in trying to deal with al}
the new health and sufety and en-
vironmental reguiations that are
coming all the time and irying to
have people deal with those in very

. hort order and trying to have peo-

plo prepare for tiger teams and al}
the audits and surveys. We believe
this sxtra pressure we're putting on
people takes their mind off the day
to day thought processes with
respect to safety. I don't know if
that's right or not, all I know is that
this organization has never operated
under any more pressure than it has
oporated under in the last two to

three years and our safely record
has gone to pot. It has to be
associated with that pressure,

NEWS: As you know Hanford has
been in the news latsly. How does
Oak Ridge compare with what's
gone on at Hanford?

HOPKINS: I'Il have to say | don't
know a iot about what's going on in
Hanford but [ can tell you the pro-
blem we're deaiing with here is a
radioactivity problem that comes by
way of water, primartly, and fish.
and we don't have any airborne pro-
blems that even begin to approach
what we've read ebout in the Han-
ford arca. We just don't have any
airborne discharges of that kind that
will affect people that way. 1 think
it's fair to say when you have air.
borne contamination ihe impact is
signi(icantly greater than the kinds
of contamination we're talking
about. Of course, I'd havs to [
some technical peopls to put that in.
to quantitative context for you.

T4 S1eT
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Also, wegneed to vremomber that
over the Lears we've had epin.
dologicai tudies of our workers.

-one, we're fot lzchnmng anything

that impadts people in tasma of

amoRing lous, 30 naturally
they're goiry to have a better health
record on the average. We don’t see
anything orja gross basis thet says

Y canoer-causing cone
cerne here.lInstend we've got less
here than ripst places.

at might
but it could happen to
me no matig where I lived.

You can't ever let your guard
down, I thigk that's the point we
need to mak§ with the public, We're

always concprned about the opera.
tions here afd the patsntial impact
of those opergtions on our empiloyees
and on the dommunities around us

and we will §iways be doing the ab-
solutely magimum effort lo deter-
mine what's Sappening to our people
ang the comghunities around us. So,
no matter hgw good we fesi about
our performance 1o date it has to get
better.
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Watts Bar contamination raised y

Roane Count

by Karen Ann Simaen
Oak Ridger staft

Roane County Exscutive can-
didaie Clinton Sandmel said hs
wonders why people wre just sar-
ling 10 speak out against (he
Deparument of Bnergy's pollution
of Watts Bar Lake,

““They have bsen contaminating
our lake since the 19403, and we
are just realizing it now? It is like
going afier the chickons afier
thay've gotten out of the houss,’

Sandmel said Tuesday at an infor-
mal candidates rally held at Oak
Ridge County Club.

Sandmel and incumbent Ken
Yager were two of the four county
cxecutive candidales who attended
the event sponsored by the Leagus
of Women Voters of Qak Ridge.
Fourtaen of the county’s 102 can-
didates attendod.

Sandmel’s comments referred to
recent media attontion to DOR's
reioase  of heavy metals, ra-
dionuclides and toxic chemicals

y executive candidages .

over several decades fhito Watts Bar
Lake, DOE held two
meelngs, ons in R
explain its current
acterizo the (ypes

poses private landflllg and medical
wasts incinerators in the county,
Sandmel alto di with

Yager's mention of thq groat strides
taken o improve

See RALLY, Paq¢6!

RALLY: Charlie Rodgers |
~was only sheriff candidate

" Gontinued from Page 1

tion and ambulancs services in the
county,

Sandmel, who sid he was a'

member of the Roane County Aux-
ilisry Polios and an emergency
modical techniclan, described fire
protsction in  the co:;ty 8s
"‘underoquipped and undertrain-
¢d.' He added that the ambulance
ssrvice is not always accessibls to

all residents of Roans County,
" Yager told lo at the rally that
his sight-year reign as county ex.

ocutive has been a successful one,

pointing to an “*A’* credit rating by -

natonal bond companies. He also
noted that Roans has received a
larger amount == $3.2 million - in
grants for economic development
than 93 of the state's 95 counties.
Yager has also spoken out ?ubucly
Amt importing  out-of-county
waste,

All thres supsrintendent can-
didates — incumbent Jess Plemong,

- Larry Sills and Keovin Woody ~-

poke briofly at the rally.

Plemons said he felt the system
had taken great strides in improving
the system's curriculum, but he
admitted there has bosn litue prog.
ress in the area of facility im-
provements,

“‘We have failed 10 make any fa.
::l‘!;y improvements,”’  Plemons

He said educatonal rosearch
congultants are studying several

propessd high schoot building pro-
Jocts that would best fit the educa-

tional needs of the students, Also,

-the  Knoxvills-based Kahn Con-

siraction Co, is atill exploring the
cost and feasibility of building one
new high-school or two. Plemons
$aid both. groups will share their
resuits soon.

Woody, a Midway High School
mathematics tsacher, wold the group
he thou gtnt:e county sh%ocus
on prov 4 stronger ¢ tary
rrogum. which he thinks would
ncrease the mbabuky of success
for students in their academic
careers,

Sills, principal of Walnut Hill
Elemeniary School for 24 yoars,
said he wants (o try new, innovative
ideas that have proven successful at
his school.

*‘I want us to be more dynamic, I
mis.t us to got things done,’* Sills
3

Among other achisvements, the
Harriman city school was the first
in the county to receive accredita-
tion from the Southern Associstion
of Colleges and Schools.

Sheriff candidate Charlie
Rodgers was the only candidate in
his race (0 atsnd the event He
mhe of the need to address the

g problem in the county,

*“There is a nead to get contro) of
the county drug problem. I think
mmiuneod!olookuﬂwpm-
blem in the school system and I
would like t0 work in cooperation
with the superintendent to address
the problems there," Rodgers said.
Rodgers owns the C & § Service
Center in Midtown, .

- s - e
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Is Watts Bar Lake
‘cleanup’ urgent?

As conservative scientists and program
managers like to stress, thera is, of course, a
“nead for more data before deftnitive con-
clusions can be drawn or ‘‘remedial action”
(what? dig up the lske's muds? and put

_tham where, at what cost?) can be initiated
at Watts Bar Lake..

Andit is a rather safe prediction that there
will slways be a need for more data. Ex-
plorers are hardly ever satisfied in that
regard — and in the meantime, the public
wonders about the meaning of “'no immi-
nent" 0f ‘‘no short-term’ danger and con-
tinues to be conserned.

As [ tried to point out in my prior column,
an exoess of conservatism on any one issue
is not necessarily in society's Interest.
Besides, in this case, there had been hardly
any preparation of the public prior to the
reloasss of the “‘preliminary and tentative"
Teviews,

For too many weeks, the public stage had
been surrendered to the quite predictable,
tsarmongers, Notwithstanding the eventual
public mestings, there stiit haven't been any
succinet, clarifying statements by responsi-
ble top Depariment of Energy or. Martin
Marietta Energy Systems Inc. officlals,

Rashes of nationai magazine articles and
innuendoes by sager news reportert are con-
tinuing, Thone of us who live on the lake stlll
got {requent questions and expressions of
concerns about uses of the lake, from local
people as weil as (rom visiting tourists.
Many loca! technologists are thus starting to
wonder whether it reslly ia in the public in-
terest t0 allow or, in effect, (eed the con-
tinuation of concerns for which thore seems
to be abeolutely no justification from the
data et hand!

* In this column and the next, I shall try to_

summarize my impressions from the
reports, meetings and f{ollowup dixcussions.
And 1 urge any invoived investigalors or
reviewers to enlighten us, if they feel that
any of thess impreassions are in error.

Firat of all, by far the biggest mortaiity
and injury risks at Watts Bar Lake have
nothing to do with Oak Ridge or nuclear or
other industrial activities. They resull from
accidents due o fun activities like bouling,
-skiing snd swimming.

Next, assuming that you are not in the
habit of eating the muds, there could be
serious heaith risks if you drank too much
lake water —~ not just a rare swailow or iwo
which any swimmer or skier would get.
After all, iake water is untreated, and most
lakes contain all sorts of infectious bacteria,
including “E-coli” from human and animai
wastes, slong with all sorts of viruses, smel-
ly aigae, ete., ote.

None of this is unique to Watts Bar Lake.
And not even the most ardent antinukes
have questioned thess rankings.

According to some inveatigators and
regulators, the next most important con.
taminants of many lakes in the sndustriaiiz.
od world are what atl media like to refer to
as “known cancer-causing PCBs. PCBs
have been used for many years in the
manufacture and operation of sisctrical
moters. transformers, otc.

. and “remedial actiona’ in my thi
column oa the subject.

I~ Tis: asifnuas —ec

News

Guest
Column

And most exparts seem to
human (not just animal) ex

highee than thoss in the lake mugs or even in
bottom-{eeding fiah —~ do not jusgity general
adjectives like *'known ca
far as peopie are concerned. Infany case, it
Is still & highiy disputed issus.

Regardless of the outcome of

it would be prudent, indeed, fo avoid a
“litetime™ (70 yeacs assumed infhe studies)
of mass consumption of sating fish
— or, for that matter, any cthegsingle food

tam. And it is well known thit pregnant
wotaen or young children would tend to be
more sensitive to such imprudnt excesess

than the general pubiic.

Note next that the radicactiye elements
(mostly Cestum-137) and mercyry, the two
unique Oak Ridge releases of thy mid 1930s,

have since been g0 widsly distriputed along
the river bottoms and so buried Under a yard
of subsequent mud deposita. thay they have
been, in all probability, eliminaiyd as heaith
hazards!

In past {, of this column, L
that you would receive an)

to 56 “ESH" (Equivaient spouss) ) uaits
if you were in direct contact witigthe dug-up
muds of Watts Sar Lake. (Gen more
at the desper stretches. and at the
shallow edges.( You will necall tiat all of us
humans contain traces of redioshiciides, as

well, and that the actual “hug xposures
lmmmlavoﬂuw'w .
coutss from your own )
those of the more imaginary
muds.

At mud levels of 3-8 ESH, you yould have
to hug your favorite human pariher five to
six times as long or often to ght approx-
imately the sams oxposurp. Or —
puraphrasing the Harriman remgrks of Dr.
Bill Parkinson of the Roanc-Andgreon Pro-
tassional Bociety ~ since we are i more {re-.
quent coatact with people than Rith muds,
shouldn't we get rid of people pe
think of getling rid of the radicactjvity in the
muds? 1

Obviously, sources of harm!
need to be identified and sharpi} curtaiied
or stopped. Everyons is already fl
that, Theve is a strong. drive on g minimize

industries are in & period of rapid
And the local smphasis is aiready placing
this region in a position of Joaderghip,

.1 pian to continue the list of. chnciusions
i and last



